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Hagley, Envil and the Leaſowes, 


WHEREIN 


All the Latin Inſcriptions are tranſlated, and 


every particular Beauty deſcribed. 
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% To build, to plant, whatever you intend, 
Jo rear the column, or the arch to bend, _ 
4 To ſwell the terras, or to fink the grot, , 9 


In all let Nature never be forgot.“ St 
Porn. 
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Advertiſement. \ 


HE Author of the following Sheets, 

being ſenſible of the want of a De- 

Seription of HacLEY, ENVIL, and the 

LEASOWES, three celebrated places in 

theneighbourhood of BIRMINGHAM, and 

- within the tour of a day, begsleave to offer 

this as an Agreeable Companion, or 
Guide, 10 the parties who viſit them. 


If by taking the utmoſt care in tran- 
ſeribing the Inſcriptions, and rendering 
the Latin ones into Engliſh, for the be- 
nefit of thoſe nat converſant in that lan- 

* | guage, and particularly deſcribing the 
ſeveral beauties of theſe delightful abodes, 
the Author ſhall meet with the appro- 
bation of the Public, lis Deſign will 


| be {ully accompliſhed. 
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SU 
1 \ MONG the pleaſures of a country 


life, Gardening is not only a com- 


5 mendable- and recreative amuſe- 
» ment, but a pleaſing and delightful ſtu- 
x dy; it fills the mind with the moſt agres- 
þ able ſenſations, it charms the eye, and 


wherever it is introduced, makes the face 
of nature ſmile in elegance and perpetu- 
al verdure. The modern taſte - 
univerſally adopted in the diſpofition of 

objects, in parks, and pleature grounds, . 
is .natural, hvely, and pictureſque : 

Ihe deſigner, attentively cauti- 
ous. of falling into the exploded error, 
of offending nature, by uniformity, and 
futile exactneſs, now robes her in all her 
own ſimplicity, and careleſs dignity ; fol- 
lows her through all her ſweet receſſes 
with the dreſs of fancy- aſſiſted by Geni- 
us, he hides her blemiſhes, and with a 
graceful hand expoſes all her offer'd charms. 


A 2 Taſte 
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Taſte depends ſo much upon good 


ſenſe, that it is no wonder ſuch execrable 


blunders ſhew themſelves in the many 
productions that riſe before us, without 


meaning, beauty, or deſign. But however 


dependant taſte may be upon whar the ge- 
nerality of deſigners may be ſtrangers to, 
I can by no means be perſuaded to think 
ſo much of the Jatter-is required to form 


even a copious and intereſting ſcenery ; 


eſpecially where nature hath done ter 
part, in the diverſity of hill, valley, and 
water. ——— I have known a peaſant 
ſcatter, without deſign, ſome beauties 


round his cot, that, were they to ſtand 


within the pale of the firſt park in Eng- 
land, would be an honor to it. The great 
difficulty lies chiefly in giving conſe- 
quence and a ſtriking imagery, to thoſe 


\ ſituations, where nature hath denied her 


agrecable variety; here, genius and ſenſe 
muſt for ever go hand in hand, or diſgrace 
and, contempt will be the inevitable con- 
ſequence. 

Have 
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Have you a canal to form? look if 
you can diſcover any natural ſtream that 
meanders in a direCt line ! — Hills riſe 
not uniformly regular, nor are woods, 


lawns, rocks, or water, confined to a ma- 


thematical exactneſs. Beauty in gardening 
is not to be conſidered by a perfect ſymme- 
try, as in a palace; it 1s compoſed, and 


ever delights, in the wildneſs of fancy, 


and a ſympathizing irregularity; art muſt. 
never be viſible ; and every ſcene diſtinct- 
ly variable; and each ſo happily blended, 
or ſecluded from the other, as to ſtrike 
the beholder with pleafure and furprize. . 
This is the grand chain to be obſerved 
by the attentive deſigner ; if one link 1s 
broken in the moſt trifling object by 
wrong judgment, it is of ſuch impor- 
tance, that the whole may fall into cen - 
ſure, and other beauties be ſullied by its 
deformity. | 


B The 


( w ) 
The genius of the place muſt never 
be neglected; it is the principal object 


in gardening; and to follow nature im- 


plicitly as ſne leads, is eqally as impor- 
tant. The artiſt, upon conſulting theſe 
leading maxims, will eaſily determine 
where to rear the ample obeliſk — his 
temples will riſe on the brows of well 
ſheltered hills, or on the eaſy ſloped 
lawn, within the umbrage of the hanging 


grove—his grots, contemplative and re- 


tired, will be ſaluted by the peaceful 


lake, or the ſoothing monotony of the 


trickling rill — his caſcades will be ro- 
manticly diſpoſed, bold, confuſed, and 
artleſs ; his rocks broken, jagged, and 
miſhapen—mellifluous ſhrubs will ſcent his 
more retired walks, where diſtant objects 
are not called for, and elegance and beau- 
ty will grace the whole. To ſurprize 
and pleaſe, is the very ſoul of taſte ; and 


' whoever is happy enough to accompliſh 
this, has done what the whole art of gar- 


dening can dictate to him. 


One 
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One would imagine, among the li- 
beral arts that have flouriſhed in a ſtate 
of perection for ſuch a number of years, 
that the ornamenting of parks, and plea- 
fure grounds, in the genuine taſte they 
now appear, would long before the 
preſent æra have roſe into the fame re- 
pute. The Romans, when architecture 


was in its perfect glory, when palaces 
in every village ſtood in ſuch majeſty, 


we do not find their gardens any way re- 
markable, except for grandeur and a pro- 
digality of expence; nothing pleaſed 
but what had the air of greatneſs; the 
ſoft and delightful receſſes of nature 
were deſpiſed, rejected; art filled every 
corner, and nought but the pageantry of 
magnificence claimed the attention of the 


people of that great and powerful empire. 


The celebrated poets of all ages, in 
their paſtorals, paint the beauties and 
ſimplicity of nature in ſuch lively co- 
lours, and ſo invitingly, that it is amaz- 
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ing no imitative genius ſprung up, and 
exploded the reigning motly whims, by 
realizing the charming deſcriptions : how 
finely, and with what judgment and taſte, 
does Milton ſing the beauties of the 


garden. 


Thus was this place 
A happy rural ſeat of various view : 
Groves whole rich trees wept odorous gums and balm; 


1 


Others. whoſe fruit burniſh'd with golden rind 


Hung amiable, Heſperian fables true, 


If true, here only; and of delicious taſte: 


Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks. 
Grazing the tender herb, were interpos'd, 
Or palmy hilloc ; or the flow'ry lap 
Of ſome irriguous valley ſpread her ſtore, 
Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the roſe : 
Another ſide umbrageous grots, and caves 
Of cool receſs, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant ; mean while murm'ring waters fall 
Down the flope hills, diſpers'd, or in a lake 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her cryſtal mirror holds, unite their ſtreams, 
The birds their quire apply; airs, vernal airs, 
Breathing the ſmell of field/ and grove, attune 
OY The- 
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The trembling leaves, while univerſal . 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours i in dance 
Led on th' eternal —_— — 


Fur. Inte Book i iv. 
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The famous Le Notre, who touriſhed 
in the reign of William III. was the capi: 
tal gardener of his time; he was ſucceſſive- 
ly employed in the execution of the fineſt 
gardens in England and France; and he 
mangled nature with all that fire of ge- 


nius, which then was the prevailing mode : 


his deſigns were exceeding extenſive and 
powerful, in his way, but ſurely they 
were puerile ; he never conſulted nature, 
but to rob her of her beauty; and that 


rule and line ſo dangerous to handle was 


his darling child, whom he ever fondled 


” ian. 


with the moſt ridiculous diſtinction. Long 
avenues, ſtraight canals, ponds oftangu- 
lar, ſquare and oblong, compoſed his fa- 
vourite waters; mounts regular and uni- 
form, naked and unadorned; temples 
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N 
without ſhade; crouds of monkey fi- 
gures, marked the fine clipped holly, the 
yew, and the box; while flaming red 
gravel gave its aſſiſtance, in a thouſand 
methodical zig-zag walks, to dazzle the 
eyes, as well as ſcorch the feet, while 


tracing the dull round of every childiſh 
parterre. 


What man of taſte can behold the ſtu- 
died labour of Hampton or Kenſington, 
without mortification and diſguſt) Inſtead 
of thoſe delightful ſcenes which rife from 
the hand of taſte, thoſe ſcenes which cap- 
tivate on the firſt ſight, and rivet the at- 
tention, he ſighs to ſee nature thus mu- 
tilated and torn by the pencil of art : his 
eyes are every where abſorbed in proud 
expence, and taſteleſs prodigality ; he looks 
round him, walks, finds himſelf ſtill ſur- 
rounded by a tireſome ſameneſs ; his ex- 
pectation is wearied out, and he retires 
unſatisfied and fatigued. But theſe fan- 
taſtic whims, theſe ridiculous fopperies » 

in 
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1 
in the art of gardening, are at length 
become obſolete; the champions for mag- 
nificence and regularity, tho* reluctantly, 
admit the force of the preſent elegant taſte, 
and the fight of two or three maſterly 
productions, hath charmed them into con- 
viction. 


Among the many juſtly celebrated pla- 
ces in this kingdom, which have merit- 
ed a deſcription, none perhaps deſerve it 
more than Hagley, Envil, and the Lea- 
ſowes. In theſe places appear almoſt 
every beauty the fancy can wiſh for, or 
the moſt refined taſte can give; the eye 
15 never hurt by 2 trifling or unintereſt- 
ing object, but roves from ſcene to ſcene 
with new delight, and the ſpectator 18 


charmed into approbation, and an ac- 


knowledgment of the merit they are ſo 
juſtly famed for. 


I dont know any country that can 
boaſt a greater wn, or more enchant- 


ing 
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ing proſpects than appear from every emi- 


nence, and every valley, within the vici- 
nity of the above-mentioned places. From 
Birmingham, indeed, for about five or 
ſix miles, little appears to confirm that 
opinion ; but the attention of the traveller, 
is, perhaps, as pleaſingly amuſed by the 
ſurprizing populouſneſs and cultivation 
which appears around him. Induſtry is 
every where apparent, and chearfulneſs and 


plenty ſeem to bleſs the doors of every 
cot. Even children of both ſexes, are ſeen 


buſily employed, and the tinkling of ham- 
mers is the conſtant muſic of the road: 


the vaſt quantity of nails which are ma- 
nufactured within the circle of a few 


miles, is incredible; almoſt every indi- 


vidual being employed in that branch, 
except when called from it by the ne- 
ceſſity of their attending ſeed time and 


harveſt. 


But the opening country ſoon calls 


the attention from the buſy face of in- 


duſtry, 
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duſtry, to an endleſs variety of objects, 
equally intereſting and beautiful. The 
ſudden appearance of a lovely and rich 
expanſe, every way embelliſhed with ſuch 
a profuſion of charms, that the eye knows 
not where to fix, but wanders among the 
buſy villages, the cultivated fields, and 
the wood- decked hills, with ineffable de- 
light. Nature from this proud brow * 
appears replete with thoſe diſtinctions, 
which not only faſcinate the eye, but fill 
the mind with the deepeſt impreſſions of 
the majeſty of that power from whence 
every thing proceeds. It was this hap- 
py ſpot which drew the attention of a 
Shenſtone, and to his genius the world is 


indebted for 


THE LEASOG WE 


t 


* Mucklow Hill, 


C6) 
T HE 


LEASOWE S. 
| M*. Shenſtones merit as a poet, and 


a man of the moſt refined taſte, is 
ſuffciently known to the world: his 
poems, particularly his paſtorals, evi- 
dently confirm him in the firſt, and the 
beautiful diſpoſition of the many ſtrik- 
ing beauties this delightful place affords, 
Juſtifies him 3 in the later, | 


* 


r N 


bi The entrance into theſe rural ſcenes 
from the road leading to Hales Owen, 
is down a ſteep gloomy hollow to a 
gate over-arched with ſtones, from whence 
begins 
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Tus PRIORY WALK. i 


vale the eye is conſtantly amuſed by a 
| _ pleaſing variety of objects, equally ſim- 
"I ple f 


| ; Through this quiet and ſequeſtered a 
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ple and entertaining: the brawling of 4 
caſcade near the foot of the firſt ſear, 
plunging down a ſcattered heap, of 
ragged rock and ſtones, is ſtrikingly con- 
ducted; and à fort of ſtone quarry on 
the oppolite ſteep hill, covered with trees 
and buſhes, is an agreeable addition to 
the rudeneſs of its cgrreſponding parts. 
On the back of the firft ſeat under the 


wall of the FT gate, is this W 
tion, 


Lucis habi tamus opacis 
Riparumque toras, et prata recentia riyis 
Incolimus,— 


* 


that is, 


— — 


- Unſettled we remo Ve, 
As pleaſi urecalls from verdant grove to grove, 
Stretch'd on the flow'ry' imeads, at eaſe we he, 


And hear the filver rills run bubbling by. Pirr. 


The hanging ſides of this umbrageous 
receſs are differently varied. That on the 


left 


kft riſes 'in great beauty ; lofty trees, 
buſhes, and the lively verdure of the 
turf, adorned with a thouſand- natural 
flowers, and the rambling path obhque, 
within the cool refreſhing ſhade, is truly 
pleaſing; ſometimes the trunk, or root, 
of a lofty oak, projects into the path ; an- 5 
other, in the very middle of it. This I 

preſume is meant to give it a more per- 

fect air of ſimplicity; but a man of the 

niceſt taſte may loſe himſelf in aiming at 

too great a diſtinction in this reſpect, · — 
and fall into the very error he is ſo cau- 
tious to ſhun: however pleaſing this 
novelty in the priory walk may be to ſome, 
it is certainly abſurd and unnatural; in- 'Y 
ſtead of being ſtruck with its ſimplicity, 

| Iſee nothing but the moſt evident affect- 

ation of it, and 1 immediately conclude, | 
| | the deſigner, meerly for the ſake of the = 
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| whim, did it at the expence of his better | 
| Judgment, 
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The oppoſite ſide of the dell is left in 
its natural ſtate, wild, and cloſely 'buſhed 
to the bottom, where the mazy current, 
from the caſcade above dropping in abrupt 
falls, lends its ſoothing note, till having 
found a more peaceful haunt in the 
calm pool below, changes the ſylvan 
ſcene. 


= 


The landſcape which ſtarts upon the 
ſpectator on approaching the water is ex- 
ceeding chearful, but not extenſive. 
Hales Owen ſteeple, a large houſe, the 
adjoining fields, and an agreeable peep 
of Clent hills over the water, enriched by 


the trees on its ſteep banks, are collected 


in this lively picture. 
The inſcription on the ſeat here is, 


AMICITIA ET MERITTSG 
RICARDI GRAVES. 
— - Ipſz te Tityre, pinus 
Ipſi te Fontes, ipſa hzc Arbuſta vocabunt, 


* | That 


{ 22 ) 
That is, 


. To the friendſhip and merit 
Of RICHARD GRAVES. 
The pines, the ſhrubs, the bubbling ſprings com- 
plain d. WaARTON. 


The path from hence winds by the 
nde of the pond in the moſt ſimple 
manner along the lowly dale, where an- 
other dripping rill falls gently in ſoft mur- 
murs from the higher parts of 1 it, and 
loſes itſelf in the ſame lake. 


On another ſeat are theſe lines, 


Huc ades, O Melibcee ! caper tibi falvus et hœdi; 
Et & quid ceſſare potes, requieſce ſub umbra. 


That is, Ew 1 a 


——— iither Melibceus hafte, 

Safe are thy goat and kids : one idle hour, 

Come waſte with me beneath this cooling bow'r, 8» 
WarTON, 


? 


I E 
* 
55 
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From this ſhady bench the whole of 
| the ſequeſtered valley is taken in; u pon 
a the left in the midſt of a riſing: grove of 
oaks, feathered with coppice wood and 
goſs, ſtands the ſtatue of a Faunus playing 
upon a pipe. This, ſo finely ſeen among 

» the trees, has a very agreeable effect, and 

on the oppoſite ſide, an urn in a lone ſpot 

adds to its native gloom and folemnity ; 

this contemplative ſcene is intirely con- 

fined by ſteep declevities on either ſide ; 

y lofty trees are thinly dropped about, from 

the more darkened banks ; and the lovely 

$ wood beyond the ſtatue connecting, forms 

. a chearful lawn, gently falling by the 

| foot of the ſeat and down to the water 
below. 


The inſc:iption on the urn is, 


INGENIO, ET AMICITIE 
GULIELMI SOMERVILE 
G. S. POSUIT. 

Debita ſpargens lacrimi favillam 
Vatis amici. 


. C 2 Tau 


X jo 3 
That is, | ; 
To the genius and friendſhip. 

Of WILLIAM SOMERVILE 


WILLIAM SHENSTONE erected this urn, 
Sprinkling with tears the aſhes 
Of his poetical friend. 


A little farther within the umbrage of 
a thick ſet grove of horſe cheſnuts and 
larches, is 


ThE WOOD-HOUSE, 


Dedicated to the Earl of Stamford. 
On the entrance of this moſſy root ſeat; 
the ſpectator i is not only ſtruck with ſur- 
prize and pleaſure at the romantic ſcene 
before him, but likewiſe at the genius of 
the deſigner who could thus from an in- 
ſignificant gutter, call in ſuch beauty and 
invention, A bold artleſs caſcade preci- 
pitately ruſhes down a rugged maſs of 
rocky ſtones, at leaſt one hundred and 


fifty paces, in a conſtant ſucceſſion of 
falls 3 


( 25 ) 


falls ; the fore ground on a riſing hillock. 
is ſtudded with tall diſtin& oaks, and each 
ſide the plunging torrent is thickly plant- 
ed with variety of different ſhrubby buſhes, 
alders, yews, aſhes, ſpindling among 
others of a larger growth, whoſe naked 
roots half dead and old, left ſo by the 
impetuoſity of the ſtream, while others 
rottering and projecting over it, give the 
rudeſt appearance and afford an addition 
to its ſimplicity: the interweaving of the 
branches of the trees above, from whence 
the foaming water ſeems to iſſue, is in- 
tirely romantic, and the gloom it throws 
around tints the daſhing current with a 
peculiar brightneſs. It is impoſſible to 
deſcribe this lovely ſeene as it deſerves; 
every ſpectator is raviſhed with its inimi- 
table graces, and leaves it with regret. 


The ſtranger will not forget before he 
retires from this inchanting receſs, to 
take the walk up the path to the firſt wa- 
ter-fall ; he will find it the rudeſt, the 
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moſt ſimple, and the moſt captivating 
ſcene, that perhaps was ever formed, even 
by imagination. 


Through an opening of the Wood- 
houſe, the road ranges within the cool 
ſhade up the valley before mentioned, 
among an odd compoſition of briers, goſs, 
and thorny buſhes ; whether this is meant 
to give the place a more perfect air of 
natural wildneſs, or; as likely.-the effect 
of negligence, it in my opinion ee 
the eye, and ſhould be conſidered as 
blemiſh : if we are every where to carry 
with us, the idea of a farm, as it is meant, 
it is unpardonable, becauſe ſlovenli- 


neſs always reflects diſgrace upon the 
5 poſſciſor o of the land. 


A little farther the ſcene becomes more 
chearful, by its extending parts being 
engagingly blende! with the ſtately 

OS 


— — 


| 

| 

| 
q 
4 
| 


(0 Þ 
ſpreading trees. A bench here is inſcribed 
to Mr. Dodſley. 


Come then my friend, thy ſylvan taſte diſplay, 
Come hear thy Faunus * tune his ruſtic lay; 

Ah ! rather come, and in theſe dells diſown, 

The care of other's ſtrains, and tune thine own. 
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This circular ſeat is within a knot of 
young oaks, and looks down the rural 
valley, finely wooded on each ſide, and 
cloſed by the grove 1 down into 
the bottom. 


e 


* 


i 8 ard : . . * 
R , EEE — 


From this agreeable retreat, the walk 
gently deſcends under the ſheltering arms 
of ſome large beeches, croſſes the dale, 
and precipitately wanders up the other 
ſide, to an obſcure corner, where ano- 
ther ſeat has theſe lines, 


* 


— me 


* Alluding to the ſtatue behind the ſeat, 
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me gelidum nemus, 
Nympharumque leves cum fatyris chari, 
Sacernant populo 


That is, | - 

Be mine, amid the breezy grove, | 
In ſacred ſolitude to rove. 

| To ſee the nymphs and ſatyrs bound, 4 

Light dancing thro? the mazy ground. 3 

Fx Axcrs. b 


— 


Here a fine opening amongſt the trees, 
riſing and cloſing the lovely valley, diſ- 
covers a ſolitary urn, dedicated to the 
brother of Mr. Shenſtone, and a lit- 
tle further is a ſeat which takes in one 
of the moſt pictureſque views in the whole — 
farm: it looks immediately down the dell, 1 
catching the priory in all its beauty, be- 
tween the ſpreading branches of the lofty. 
trees; this building is only a ſimple cot- 
tage, dreſſed up in the form of a ſmall 
ruin, which the firſt generous poſſeſſor of 

the grounds gave, as a calm retreat, to 
old age, and indigence; it has from hence 
a moſt ſtriking appearance, and the bold 
church. 
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That is, 


660 
church. like gothic windows, give it a ſo- 
lemn air, and add a graceful luſtre to the 
groves and fields which ſurround it. 
The ground about this place is finely 
diverſified with gentle ſwells, and deep 
winding falls; the trees appear © drop- 
ped by the hand of nature; every object 
has its charms, and the whole 1 is perfectly 
n Ab. 4:1 e rant 


N 


The wen: 1s thus inſcribed ® . 


FRATRI EJUS UNICO, 
 FRATRUM AMANTISSIMO, 8 * 

JUVENUM SUAVISSIMO, -. + 
HOMINUM INTEGERRIMO. 
MDCCLU. - 


* 


To his only becher 5 

The moſt affectionate of brothers, 

The moſt amiable of youths, 
The moſt honeſt of men. 


1752, 
On 


- * The firſt fide is ſo defaced it is not legible. 
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On another ſide, 
POSTQUAM TE FATA TULERUNT, 
SA PALES AGROS ATR 1PSE RELIQUIT APOLLO, = _ 
That i is, 
Thee whom the fates in anger ſnatch'd away, 
Pales, nor Phabus: deign'd. a longer ſtay. * 
| WARTON, 7 
From hence the aſcent ſoon becomes 4 : 


exceeding bold, and the large ſwelling 1 
lawn is a ſtriking object: wearied with 
many a tireſome ſtep, a pleaſing relief is 
offered by a ſeat, from whence the proſpect | 
is ſo endearing, that the toil in climbing , = 
up to it, is remembered no more. This = 
ſcene is not ſo extenſive as in the higher 
parts of the farm; but it is fo happily 
blended with every thing the eye can wiſh 
for, that nothing ſeems wanting to com- 
pleat it. Brierly Hill Chapel, oppoſite, 
about ſix miles diſtant, is a ſtrong object; 
and the rich country round it fo ſurprizing 
ly diverſified, with woods, hills, vallies,” 
and houſes, that it is impoſſible to look, 
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and not be charmed with its beauties. 
The lines upon this ſeat are read with 
great pleaſure by every one who {ces 


them : 


Shepherd wouldſt thou here obtain 


Pleaſure unalloy'd with pain ? 
Joy that ſuits the rural ſphere 2 
Gentle ſhepherd lend an ear. 


Learn to reliſh calm delight, 
Verdant vales and fountains bright 


Trees that nod on ſloping hills, 
Caves that eccho tinkling rilla. 


If thou canſt no charm diſeloſe, 

| . bud that blows; 
Go! forſake the plain and fold, 
Join the croud and toil for gold. 


In the fin 


Tranquil pleafures never cloy, 

Baniſn each tumultuous joy 
All but love—for love inſpires, 
Fonder wiſhes, warmer fires. 


Love and all its joys be thine, 


Yet Cer thou the reins refign, 


Hear what reaſon ſeems to ſay, 
Hear attentive, and obey. 


* Crimſon 
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| | = 
Crimſon leaves the roſe adorn, - TAR 9 
But beneath them lurks a thorn; 88 _ 
Fair and flow'ry is the brake, 9 1 
Vet it hides the vengeful ſnake. . 
Think not ſhe whoſe empty pride, q 
Dares the fleecy garb deride ; 
Think not ſhe who light and vain, 1 
Scorns the ſheep, can love the ſwain ! C. 
Artleſs deed and fimple dreſs, 
Mark the choſen ſhepherdeſs ; 7 
Thoughts by decency controul'd, | i 
Well conceiv'd and freely told. 1 
e ee ate . o's | bi. 
Senſe that ſhuns each conſcious airy % 
Wit that falls e'er well aware; 1 
Gen'rous pity prone to ſigh, | 5 f * 
If her kid, or lambkin die. bs 
Let not lucre, let not pride, 8 
Draw thee from ſuch charms aſide; f K 
Have not thoſe the proper ſphere ? 1 we, 
Gentler paſſions triumph here. . 1 
See to ſweeten thy repoſe, 5 1 
The bloſſom buds, the fountain flows, 1 
Lo ! to crown thy healthful board, 1 A 
All that milk and fruits affords, _ * 5 
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„ Seek no more the reſt is vain, 

+ Pleaſure ending ſoon in pain; 
WP © Anguiſh lightly gilded o'er, 

“ Cloſe thy wiſh and ſeek no more.” 


— 


9 


Up higher on an elevated mount, a 
groupe of Scotch firs, with a fancy ſeat in 
the middle, gives one of the nobleſt proſ- 
pects in the farm: this octangular whim 
ſupports a cup, or bowl, inſcribed | 


4 To all friends round the WREKIN.“ 


Wellington Wrekin, a huge mountain 
in Sa , appears touching an ex- 
ceeding diſtant horiſon, and the Clent 
hills, Witchberry wood, and obeliſk; over 
the tops of the trees in the vale, rear their 
majeſtic heads : Hales Owen in the midſt 
of the ſurrounding hills, and the high 
hanging wood on the right, make from 
hence a noble appearance, and the whole 
of the farm is collected in great beauty. 


Mr. Shenſtone with his friends, often 
uſed to dedicate a convivial hour within 
D this 


— 
- 


[ #6 


this circle, where the glaſs flowed with wit 


and ſocial merriment ; friendſhip without 


hypocriſy, and converſation uncontaminat- 
ed TY wretched 1 and noiſy folly. 


2 * as the hill boldly riſes, the 
proſpect becomes more extended: here, 
on the loftieſt eminence of the Farm, 
ſtands in a ſmall grove, a very handſome 


building, called 
Tur GOTHIC ALCOVE. 


_ The ſame views are collected here, as 


1 though with ſome difference; 


Clent hills, — the hanging wood are 
entirely ſhut out, by a few trees, particu- 
larly on the left, which run into the lawn: 
the objects are innumerable, and afford 
uncommon pleaſure. The home proſ- 
pect itſelf, 1s exceedingly entertaining ; 
the ſerpentine river twining along the le- 
vel of the verdant lawn, which expands 
itlelf 1 in a gentle declivity from the foot of 

this 
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this brow, tufted with ſmall-groupes, or 
fingle trees, and other objects make it one 

of the moſt expreſſive and lovely ſcenes - 
imaginable. On the back of the ſeat are 
theſe lines in old black print. 


IS O you that bathe in courtlye Bliſſe, 
Dr toyle in Fortunes giddye ſpheare ; 
7 Do not too raſhlye deeme amiſſe, | 
f Of hym h contentid here. 
A 
| 0 Nor yet diſdeign the ruſſet ſtole, 
3 . Wniche oer each carleſſe lymbe he ſlings; 


Nor yet deryde the beechen bowle, 
In whiche he quaſls the lympid ſprings. 


* 


Forgive him, if at Eve or dawn, 

Devoyde of worldly cark he ſtray ; ; 

Or all beſyde ſome flowerye lawn, 

He waſte his innofenfive day, ©2400 


— 


So may ke pardonne fraud and ſtryf, 
If ſuch in publycke haunt he ſee ; 
For faults there beene in buſye lyfe, 
From whiche theſe peacefull Glennes are free. 


_ 
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The path now deſcends. under the 
ſhade of ſome ſpreading oaks, to another 


D 2 ſeat, 
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teat, comprehending a noble, and delici- 
ous proſpect. The town, and ſteeple of 
Hales Owen church, over the ſweeping 
fields again animate the gay diverſity : 
the Clent hills once more ſhew their 
proud brows ; the Witchberry wood, with 
its lofty obeliſk, 'the Priory among the 
trees, and ſeveral large irregular ſheets of 
water in the deep valley, throw ſuch a 
chearfulneſs on the whole, that the eye is 
never tired in gazing on their charms. 
 Deloending, ftill through e a hatch, and 
paſſing a common high road, the path 
bends under a hedge of tall alders to ano- 
ther ſeat, ſheltered by the hanging boughs 
of a majeſtic beech, with theſe lines, 


Hoc erat in votis; modus agri non ita magnus 
Hortus abi, et tecto vicinus, jugis aquæ fons 
Et paulum ſylvæ ſuper his lot. Auctius atque 
PD melius ſecere. 


That 1 is, 


I often wiſt'd 1 had a farm, * 
'A decent dwelling, ſnug and warm; 


@- , 


A garden 


* 
e. 
; 


(ae 
A garden, and a ſpring as pure 
As cryſtal, running by my door; 
Beſides a little ancient grove, 
Where at my leiſure I might rove; - 
| The gracious Gods to crown my blifs © . 
Have granted this, and more than this, 
Francis. 


Novelty is always pleaſing, - and the 
ſpectator wherever he treads is certain of 
finding it; not a bench but marks a 
ſtrong variety, and the genius af the de- 
ſigner. From this ſeat the ſcene changes 
in many reſpects, but is till exten- 
five, and delightful, claims as much no- 
tice, and affords an equal pleaſure in its 
contemplation. A. rich lawn ſpreads it- 
ſelf down to the houſe, ſome large trees 
are dropped about it, and upon the right 
appears'the hanging wood on a ſteep de- 
clivity.: one of the Clent hills above the 
trees on the left is ſeen in great beauty, 
as well as ſome diſtant mountains more 
gppoſite; Hales Owen by ſome trees run- 
ning into the lawn, is intirely dechideds 
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and to give this ſcene a more ſimple turn, 


two or three hay-ricks are ſcattered 


about, which, perhaps but ſeldom obſerv- 
ed, are à great addition to its domeſtic, 
ll rr ee 


B rom hence the path, in a gentle fall, 
Aretches to another gate, which opens on 


the outſide of the Farm, and diſcovers a 


ſcene totally different from any of the 
preceding ones: diftant objects are no 


more; all is ſhut out but the rugged lofty 


Hills in front riſing ſteeply, and rudely ir- 
regular; this. ground irreſiſtibly claims 
the attention, and it is much to be la- 
mented that Mr. Shenſtone was not the 
Proprietor, being ſo finely formed for a 


| diſplay of his animating pencil: what 


room for ſuch a genius as his !--how ſweet-. 
ty would he, inſtead of conducting the 
path down the hedge fide, as it now runs, 
have guided it round thole high hanging 
hills, ſometimes, perhaps, ſtealing within 
Stir deep hollows among a thouſand 
* Hs trees, 


1 ( 39 ) 

YT trees, obſcure, and ſhady, collecting 1 in its 
mazes, thoſe objects the moſt diſtinguiſh- 
able, from -the diſtant country; and at 
length, fall into that receſs, which now 
gives every ſpectator ſo much pleaſure! 


"© 
ay 
* 


The taſte of the deſigner, however, ne- 
ver ſhewed itſelf in ſtronger colours, not- 
withſtanding he was debarred from exe - 
cuting it in the manner he probably would 
have done, than in the contraſt between 

6: the above mentioned receſs, and the rough 
x uncultivated one preceding it: he very 
well knew that to ſurprize, was to pleaſe,” 2 
® and to ſtart from one extreme to another, 
Þ would have the effect he intended: I appre- 
hend it is impoſſible for any man of taſte 
not to mark this ſtrong exertion of fancy, 
when he has obſerved the plainneſs of 
the path, even to neglect, by the hedge + 
ſide, the rude wilderneſs of alders, aſh, 
and hazles, equally as wild, and finds 
imſelf in . e 
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Pleaſing contemplation. 


i. us. 
Tur 5 WALK. 


= a4 * 


1 in a moment 8 into N 
fulneſs, and beauty; not into a ſtaring | 
wild expanſe, but to a lovely receſs, where 
one wiſhes to ſaunter, to contemplate-and . 
to reſt. At the foot of the firſt ſeat be- 


gins a water ſo chequered with . 
that its form is never to be traced: 


one ſide, a noble clump of beech trees, on 
the ſwelling | banks of the ſtream, rear their 
ſmooth ſilver trunks, and their embracing 
arms, adorned with the molt lively green, 


| hanging! in the water, is ſingularly intereſt- 


ing: a ſmall iſland covered with thin trees, 
flands folitary in front; and an opening 
among the branches of ſome -oaks, juſt 
lets in a houſe, over the valley, at about 
two miles diſtance : this. is very applica- 
bly termed the Lovers Walk; all is quiet 
and ſerene, fave the murmuring of a rill, 
which ſocthis, and fills the mind with a- 


The 


in. The water again changes · its form into 
a winding rivulet, and at length dwin- 
dles into a ſmall ſtream, which meanders 


careleſsly 


9 I. 
q The walk continues cloſe by the banks 
1 of the water, and waves to another ſeat, 
2 without any inſcription, which takes in 
A Hales Owen ſteeple, in perſpective, and 
1 the rich riſing country beyond, through 
NF a light opening of fine branching trees 
4 and a little farther another bench preſents : 
1 itſelf with theſe lines. 
: . 8 Galatea, 0 mihi duleior Hybla, | 
$ Candidior cyenis hedera formoſior albi,  _ 4 
£ Cum primum paſti repetent præſepia tauri, 
IF Bigna tui en habet te ae venito.. 
1 That is, Mn 
' 7] O Galatea! nymph than dan more bright, 
7 More ſweet than thyme, more fair than ivy white, 
"I When paſtur'd herds at evening ſeek the ſtall, . . 
'F Haſte to wy arms! nor ſcorn thy lover's call! 
4 : Waxrox. 
4 N 
| : No diſtant view from hence is taken 


tas, 
careleſsly down from the hill above, 
ſometimes in abrupt falls, ſometimes 


ſmocth, chirping its mazy way, into 


the bedy of the pool. The recluſe path 
from hence, gently riſes near the margin 
of the rill, under the umbrage of the 


copſe, and creeps between the thinly ſcat- 


tered trees, ſome tall and ſtraight, others 


_ crooked and old, ſlanting o'er the bab- 


bling current, and quivering in the breeze; 
all is deep retirement, but chearful; and 


the urn, which ſtands in a ſequeſtered ſo- 


litary angle, adds to the native gloom. 
This urn is richly gilt, and placed here 


in remembrance of Miſs Dolman, a near 


relation of Mr. Shenſtone's, whom he had 
a great regard for. It is thus inſcribed. 


PERAMABILI SU 
CON SOBRINÆ 
M. o. 


That is, 
5 rel his moſt amiable Couſin 


M. D. 
On 
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On another fide, 


AH MARIA! Jo 
PUELLARUM ELEGANTISSIMA 
AH FLORE, VENUSTATIS ABREPTA 
VALE! 
HEU QUANTO MINUS EST 
Cu RELIQUIS VERSART, 
QUAM TUI | 
E M EM INISSE. 
That is, : 
Ah Maria! 
The moit elegant of maidens : 
Alas! ſnatch'd away in 
The bioom' of beauty. K 214 
Tenn C0. 06; - 
How much leſs pleaſure there is in furviving 
than in remembering thee ! 


The walk now begins to riſe, and meets 
with a ſeat, which looks through an open- 
ing of the copſe, to a part of the houſe 
among the trees; and over it the Clent 
hills in a very pleaſing perſpective: a 
n | th " . meets 


( 44 ) 
little farther, at the foot of a ſteep preci- 
paice, is another bench, with this line. 


Divine oblivion of low thoughted care.“ 

This ſeat can only be meant as a reſt- 
ing place, or perhaps (more likely) for 
che purpoſe of contemplating the ſtrange 
gothic wildneſs, that every way ſurrounds 


it: the deſigner was always attentive to 
the minuteſt object, and never ſaw even a 


tree, which ſtruck his fancy. but he would 


either call it in, or honour it with a ſear, 
as a mark of his approbation. This 
place only looks upon the dreary hollow 
of thoſe bold hills before mentioned, 
without the precincts of the farm, full 
of brambles, and a few ſcattered trees, on 


its furzy banks. 


From hence the ground becomes fo 
exceeding ſteep, that the path is obliged 


to be cut zig-zag, along the naked ſhely- 
ing banks, almoſt in parallel lines, to ob- 


_ viate 


4 


TJ 

vbviate the difficulty of climbing the 
ſummit. A very welcome ſeat here, on 
the higheſt ridge, offers itſelf in a de- 
lightful ſhade, where the eye turns again 
from gloom and melancholy, to the 
chearful haunts of the hving ; the ſweep- 
ing lawn round the houſe, the houſe it- 
; ſelf, and the Grange in the fertile valley, 
[ ſweetly emboſomed by dark lofty pines, 
I are remarkably agreeable; ſome peeps 
of water, and the rich riſing country be- 
yond, grace the whole, and inake it one 
of thoſe proſpects which the eye is never 
. tired in locking at. 


On the back of this ſeat are theſe lines: 


n 


hic latis otia fundis 


— —— — 


Speluncæ, vivique lacus, hic frigida tempe, = 
Mugituſque 'bogm, molleſque ſub arbore ſomni zu 


8 That is, 


Leiſure and eaſe, in groves and cooling vales, 
Grottos and bubbling brooks and darkſome dales ; ; 
'The lowing oxen, and the bleating ſheep, - x 
And under branching trees, delicious ſleep. | | 
WARTONe 
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The ſhady walk ſtill continues in a 
very artleſs manner, boldly riſing among 


the ſpreading trees, and at length opens 


to a long viſta, terminated by an old 


duſky building. This pleaſing walk, 


though in a direct line, loſes much of its 
fliffneſs by the gentle waving of the 
ground, and is of conſiderable extent in 


the midſt of the ſteep hanging wood, 


ſolitary, and impervious to the ſcorching 
rays of the ſun; each ſide is thickly 


planted with large trees and coppice wood, 


finely darkened with hollies and bruſhy 
entangled buſhes; about the center of this 
umbrageous avenue, on a ſmall eminence, 
is a handſome gothic ſeat, which looks 
through a glade down the deep declivity, 


_ catching a noble ſheet of water in the 


valley, and cloſes with a lovely view of 
the Clent Hills, which from hence form 
two. delicious ſwells, and perfett the 
ſcene. 


The 
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The duſky building, which is called 


The TEMPLE of P AN, 


at the extremity of the viſta, only looks 
back upon the walk and has this W 
tion, 


Pan primus calamos cera conjungere plures 
Edocuit; Pan curat oves, oviumque majeſtros. 


That is, 


| — Tomas mighty Pan, 
To join with WAX the various reeds began; 

Pan, the great God of all our ſubject plains, 
Protec and loves the cattle and the ſwains. 


Waxrox. 


As this part of the Leaſowes has been 
reflected upon for a regularity totally 
excluded from eyery fybjoining part of 
the farm, I ſhall beg leave to aſk, how 
this regularity could poſſibly be avoided ? 
The nature of the ground is ſuch, that 

E 2 had 


Z 
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had it been otherwiſe, it would be fan- 


taſtical and ridiculous : Suppoſe it had 
taken a ſweep along the ridge up to the 
gothic ſeat, which is ſcarcely practicable, 
the expence, the labour, and. the art, 
which muſt have appeared in cutting the 
walk through the ſides of the hill, would 
have been infinitely more ſtiff and for- 
mal than the ſtraight line itſelf; obvious 
as à deviation from the ſimplicity which 
accompanies all the reſt may be, the pre- 
ſent agreeable level hath its advantages, 
and capital ones too; it neither offends the 


eye, nor lends a farther aſſiſtance to tire 


the limbs, already jaded by the difficulty 


of climbing to the ſummit of ſo ſteep a 


precipiece. f 


The path now again precipitately falls 
down the declivity among trees, and 
ſhelving banks, regaining its former 
fimplicity, and the ſpectator is pleaſingly 


amuſed, with a total variation from every 


thing that appeared before. The walk 
| paſſes 
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paſſes cloſe under a thick hawthorn hedge, 
and ftretches itſelf to a ſeat within the 
ſhade of firs, which comprehends the 
beauty and riches of a grazing farm, in- 
terſperſed with the fineſt diverſity; every 
diſtant object is here ſhut out, all his ſyl- 
van and paſtoral. From the foot of this 
ſeat the land gently falls, and riſes again 
in a lovely ſwell, adorn'd with a groupe 
of firs, and here and there a ſpreading 
ſingle elm or aſh, decks the intermediate 
fpace ; this ſwell forms on the other ſide 
of it, a deep narrow valley fringed with 
trees, ſhrubby alders and willows; and 
the bold riſing lawn beyond, bounded by 
wood and detatched light groves, with 
its gothic alcove on a riſing lawn over 
the trees which ſourround the houſe, 


and other chearful Wen compoſe the 
rural profpett.. | 2 


Such Pe as 08. where various 
groupes of animals are ſeen feeding on 
ht rich turf, dedicated to the uſes of 


E 3 life, 
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life, give a pleaſing warmth to the idea 


of the happineſs of thoſe who prefer 
the calm rational pleaſure of retirement, 
and 1s a ſtrong incentive to every thinking 


being, who perhaps moves in the gay 
circle of folly and diſſipation, to quit it 


for theſe more commendable purſuits, 
and live as becomes a man, in the lau- 
dable exertion of his reaſon and under- 
W | 


From the next feat in a a of firs, 
i is dedicated to Lord Lyttleton, 
the eye faſtens upon three or four falls of 

water, ruſhing precipitately among trees 
down the narrow vale, or dingle, between 
the ſwells of the lawn; the fine hanging 
wood's high front, with its gothic build- 
ing peeping through the glade, and the 
vivid fields around, give this ſituation as 
much conſequence as any before viſited. 

But this ſcene endearing as it is, is ſcarce- 
ly remembered, when, after paſſing ano- 
ther ſeat, without any great variation, 

g the 


( 51 
the ſtranger finds himſelf in the delight- 


ful mazes of 
VIRGIL GROVE. 


An exertion of the moſt lively and po- 
etic fancy, diſcovers itſelf in every corner 
of this romantic and lovely ſolitude ; it 
exactly marks the mind of the deſigner, 
and proves to what extent the power of 
genius and good ſenſe can arrive.— 
From the rude and inſignificant hollow it 
once was, ariſes a thouſand charms, and 
carries with it ſuch an idea of enchant- 
ment, that one is ready to think one ſees * 
the naiads, fairies and fays in their quick 


motions, gambol through the receſſes of 
the mn 


The entrance into this delightful retire- 
ment, 1s through a ſmall wicket, where 
the glimpſe of an obeliſk on the right 
firſt catches the attention; this in a ſe- 


| queſiered 


EF. WP, 


queſtered corner is dedicated t to the genius 
of Virgil. 


GENIO P. VIRGILII MARONIS 
LAPIS ISTE CUM LUCO, 
Ws PI; 


That is 


= To the genius of Vitgil, i 
Be this Obeliſk, and Grove, 
nN 


1 Turning to the left, as the path gently 
falls among the trees, a ſeat appears 
which | is inſcribed to Mr. Thomſon. 


| ' CELEBERIMO POET.E, 

_ : JACOBO' THOMSON ;| 

PROPE FONTES ILLI NON FASTIDITOS, 

G. S. 
..  SEDEM- HANC ORNAVIT. 

| Que tibi, quz tali reddam pro carmine don 
85 Nam neque me tantum venientis fibilus auftri, 
Nee percuſfa juvant fluctutam litora, nec qus 
Saxofas inter decurrunt flumina valles. 


T hat 


(1) © 


Fhat 1s, 


To the celebrated Poet 
JAMES THOMPSON, 
Near theſe fountains which he delighted in, 
WILLIAM SHENS TONE 


Raiſed this Seat. 


What thanks, what recompence can my weak lay, 
For ſuch exalted ſtrains as thine repay ? | 
Not from freſh whiſpers. of the ſouthern breeze, 
Nor gentle daſhings of the calmeſt ſeas ; | 
Nor from the murm'ring rills ſuch joys I feel, 

That gliding down the pebly vallies ſteal. 


© From this ſeat the eye is raviſh'd with 
a full view of every object in the grove; 
on the extremity to the left, appears a 
bold caſcade, ruſhing precipitately down 
the rude rock, which forms a ſmall rivulet 


gently gliding, then ruſhes down a fall 


and divides, forms a ſmall iſland, again 
unites, and foaming ſwiftly tumbles down 
another abrupt fall, and looſes itſelf in 


* 


Waxrox - 


the pool which appears under the arch 


of a bridge of the moſt fimple conſtruc- 
8 tion; 
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tion; immediately oppoſite appears a 
groteſque dropping fountain ſtarting from 
the moſs-grown crevices of a rude heap 
of cinders and ſtones. Down the ſteep 
ſloping banks, and along the margin of 
the rill, are dropped ſtately foreſt trees 
promiſcuous crouded, mixed with copſe 
wood, thin and tall: theſe interweave 
their branches, and their rich foliage af- 
fords a chearful gloom, imperyious to 
the ſun, except in ſmall openings, 
where its rays dart through, and throw 
the moſt enlivening contraſt to the deep 
ſhade 'that reigns within the boſom of 
this lovely receſs. 


p The path from hence ſteals to another 
delicious ſeat, backed by a large rugged ' 
root of a tree, and has theſe lines. 


O let me haunt this peaceful ſhade, 

Nor let ambition e'er invade. FED 
The tenant of this leafy bow'r, v 

That ſhuns her paths, and (lights her pow'r. 


23320316 1 
* 
Hither 
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Hither the peaceful Halcyon flys, 
From ſocial meads, and open ſkies; 
Pleas'd, by this rill her courſe to ſteer, 
And hide her ſapphire plumage here, 


The trout, bedropt with crimſon ftains, 
Forſakes the rivers proud domains; 
Forſakes the Sun's unwelcome gleam, 
To lurk within this humble ſtream : . 


And ſure T hear the Naiad ſay, 

% Flow, flow, my ſtream, this devious way; 
„% Tho? lovely ſoft thy murmurs are, 

© Thy waters lovely, cool and fair; 


% Flow, gentle ſtream, nor let the vain, | 
„ Thy ſmall unſully'd ſtores diſdain; 

<< Nor let the penſive ſage repine, _ 

©. Whoſe latent courſe reſembles thine.” 


Notwithſtanding this ſeat is at fo tri- 
fling a diſtance from the laſt, the diverſity 
is admirable! it looks rather down the 
grove, tho* the caſcade on the left is ſtill 
ſeen to oreat advantage ; the briſk flow- 
ing rivulet changes its form, and rambles 
in 


( 36.) 


in careleſs beauty along the flowery bot- 

tom to the calm lake, juſt perceptible 
among the ſpreading arms of the trees, 
which grace and dignify the ſwelling 
banks of the delicious vale ; the drop- 
ping fountain is entirely excluded, as well 
as the arch of the bridge : ſo happily did 
the deſigner in every reſpect vary, diſ- 
poſe, and give beauty to every thing 
he undertook. 


The path from hence abruptly turns 
along the ſteep ſides, to a ſeat under a 
tree, which looks up the grove, and 
finely takes in the different mazes and 
falls of the rill. A little below appears 
the arch, which having paſſed, a gloomy 
walk leads to a root-houſe in a ſequeſter- 
ed corner, where the following lines ap- 


pear ſo happily adapted to the place. 


Here in cool grot and moſly cell, 
We rural Fays and Fairies dwell 
Tho? rarely ſeen by mortal eye, 
When the pale moon, aſcending high, 
| Darts 
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Darts through yon lines her quivering beams, 
We friſk it near theſe cryſtal ſtreams. . _ 


Her beams reflected from the wave, 
Afford the light our revels crave ; 
The turf with daiſies broider'd o'er, 
Exceeds we wot the Parian floor ; 
Nor yet for artful ſtrains we call, 
But liſten to the waters fall. 


Would you then taſte our tranquil ſcene, 
Be ſure your boſoms be ſerene ; 

Devoid of hate, devoid of ſtrife, 

Devoid of all that poiſons life; 

And much it *vails you in their place, 

To graft the love of human race, 


And tread with awe theſe favour'd how'rs, 
Nor wound the ſhrubs, nor bruiſe the flow'rs ; 
So may your path, with ſweets abound ! 

So may your couch with reſt be crown'd :. - 
But harm betidg the wayward ſwain, | 

Who dares our hallow'd haunts profane. 


From. this rural cell, the walk winds. 
back again to the dropping fountain, 
which is whimſical and pretty; and a lit- 

. "FFF 00% 


— — — — — C_ — 


658) | 

tle farther, in a ſhady ſpot, where a thou- 

_ ſand natural flowers grace the dappled car- 
pet, 1s a bench with this inſcription 


Sweet Naiad in this cryſtal wave, 

Thy beauteous limbs with freedom lave ; 

By friendly ſhades encompaſs'd fly, 

The rude approach of vulpar eye ; 

Yet grant the courteous and the kind, 

To trace thy footſteps unconfin'd ; = 

And grant the Swain thy charms to ſee, 
Who form'd theſe. friendly ſhades for thee. 
R. DopsLEY. 


The whole of the Grove from this in- 
viting ſeat is full of ſcenery; the trees 
which riſe on the oppoſite ſteep declivity, 
from the margin of the placid brook, 
which here appears unbroken with a fall, 
are dropped-in the moſt agreeable ſimpli- 
city and confuſion; and though the great 
caſcade is ſecluded by the projecting 
banks, its roaring diſtinctly marks its vi- 

- Cinity, and ſooths the ear, while the de- 
lighted eye rambles with the ſmooth glid- 


ing 


F 
" - 
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- ing current, twining among the tall trees, 


and ſpindling underwood----or faſtens up- 
on other beauties which every way croud 
into the view. 


From henee the path takes a ſolitary 
turn to the roaring caſcade, plunging down 
the rock, m bold luxuriance, -near - which 
is a Chalybeate ſpring; and on a a 
ſtone over it, is | 


FONS FERRUGINEUS 

DIVA QUE SECESSU ISTO 

FRUL CONSEDIT 
SALUTI. 8. 


The Chalybeate ſpring, 5 88 
Sacrtd to the Goddeſs of Heat 
In this Receſs. 


And upon the bank, which riſes ſteeply 
from hence, appears another ſeat on the 
back of the caſcade, which, looks. over a 

F 2 cryſtal 
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cryſtal. pond, fringed with buſhes and 


trees, into the green, riſing fields above: 
this bench ts th us inſcribed, 


Claudite jam civos your ſat prati biberunt. 


That i 


4 
© v4 


| cleats — The ſtreams reftrain, 
Enough the floods have drench'd the thirſty plain. 
WaARTON. 


The ſcene no.] changes to an open 
lawn, where the, path waves up to the 
houſe and ſhrubbery, laid out in taſte, 
and agreeably buſhed by clumps of ever- 
greens and flowering ſhrubs ; a ſmall lawn 
in the midſt, has a ſtatue of Venus, well 
executed, and the pedeſtal gives us theſe 
beautiful lines: 


« Semi educta Venus.“ 


To Venus, Venus here retir'd 

My ſober vows I pay: 
Not her on Paphian plains admir d, | 
| The bold, the pert, the gay. 


Nat 
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Not her whoſe amorous leer prevail'd- 
To bribe the Phrygian boy; 
Not her who clad in armour, fail'd 
To fave diſaſt rous Troy. 


Freſh riſing from the foamy tide, 
She every boſom warms; | 
ne # While half withdrawn ſhe ſeems to hide, 
And half reveals her charms, . 


z 


I 0 


Learn hence ye boaſtful ſons of taſte;. 

Who plan the rural ſhade ;. 
| Learn hence to ſhun the vicious waſte 
| Of pomp, at large diſplay'd.. 


* — 


Let coy reſerve with coſt unĩte, 

To grace your wood or field ;: 
No ray obtruſive pall the fight, 

In ought you paint or builds. 


W 1 . . = 
T: . , . 1 +> a3» 947 9 * 
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And far be driven the ſumptuous glare © 
Of gold, from-Britiſh groves; | | 
And far the meretricious air, 

Of China's vain alcoves, 


* 
* 


| W _ The 
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Tis baſhful beauty ever twines, 
The moſt coercive chain ; 

Tis ſhe that ſovereign rule declines, 
Who beſt deſerves to reign, 


The houſe ſtands remarkably pleaſant 
on the brow of this delightful lawn, which 
ſpreads itſelf into the groves, and boldly 
{weeps in the front, down the valley, 
where Hales Owen makes a very agreea- 
ble appearance, and the Clent hills always 
beautiful, with numberleſs other objects, 
make it the moſt lovely ſituation imagi- 
nable. | 


The glory of the Leaſowes chiefly con- 
fiſts in its ſimplicity ; and this is preſerv- 
ed in ſuch —— every trace of art 
is totally hid from che moſt diſcerning eye. 
Mr. Shenſtone always implicitly adhered 
to Nature; a man of his nice judgment 
and taſte, could never deviate from that 
leading principle; he was ſenſible if he 

Ar "1 | did, 


„ 
did, that the nobleſt deſign would be- 
come contemptible; and perhaps, it may 
be owing to this, that he never choſe to 
introduce a tree, but what was vernacu- 


lar to the place. Indeed, when we conſi - 


der the Leaſowes as a Farm only, it 
would be taking too great a liberty, to 
throw into it thoſe extragenious plants or 
trees, which (tho” not hey are a real or- 
nament to a garden: — it would entirely 
ruin the intention, ſpoil the whole of its 
ſimplicity, and caſt a gloomy ſhade ver 
all its beauties. The roſe, the althea, or 
the hypericum, which, ſo. ſweetly become 
a ſhrubbery, would diſgrace: the ſimple 
banks of the Leafowes; a plain cowſlip, 
a primroſe, or a kingcup, i in thoſe receſſes, 
15 infinitely beyond the tulip, the carna- 
tion, or the auricula; in ſhort theſe de- 
lightful ſcenes, will never loſe their repu- 
tation, ſo long as no rude hand, attempts 
to deform them, by introducing a more 
elegant dreſs, as they may call it, than 
e ee by that 


(6) 
that plain, 3 one, Mr. Shenſtone * left 


= - 


it in. 


Where- 


— — = — 


* This. Gentleman died in the year 1563, and 
hes interred in Hales Owen chureh- yard. A very 
handſome urn ĩs placed 1 in the weſt end of the church, 
to bis memory, thus inſcribed : "I 


** E. PIT APH. 


; Whoe!' er thou art, with reverence tread 

Theſe ſacred manſions of the dead. 
2 Not chat the monumental _ 

Or ſumptuous tomb uERE guards the duſt 
1 0 rich or gteat: (Let wealth, rank, birth, 
Sleep undiſtinguiſh'd in the earth;) 

This fimple urn records a name 
That ſhines with more exalted fame. * 
Reader! if genius, taſte refin'd, 
A native elegance of mind; 
I virtue, ſcience, manly ſenſe; 
If wit, that never gave oſſence; 
The cleareſt head, the tendereſt heart, 
_b thy eſteem e'er claim'd a part; ; 

Ah mite thy breaſt, and drop à tear, * 


: For, know, rn Shenſtone's duſt lies here. 


—_— — 
— 
* — 
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Wherever Nature offers ſuch a gay di- | 
verſity as ſurrounds this country, it is a 
temptation for every reſident gentleman 
to adorn his habitation, and lay 1t open to 
the beauties of the proſpect. Many of 
theſe are ſeen from the brow of every hill 
in the ride from hence to Hagley, which 


is exceedingly pleaſant and agreeable; the 


country never loſes its bold appearance 
hill and valley ſucceed each other, every 
where rich, and ſo happily cultivated, that 
not a ſpot is ſeen but ſmiles by the hand. 
of induſtry in the gayeſt verdure; even 
the lofty ſummit of Clent is dreſſed in the 
fame vivid robe, and gives ſuſtenance to 
thoſe herds of ſheep, which are conſtantly 
ſeen browſing along its ample ſides. 


The delightful hill which looks upon the 
Witchberry plantations, the noble obeliſk, 
the Grecian temple, and the endleſs ex- 
panſe beyond, is truly great: but to 
the glory of the ſcene, on the declivity 

ſweeping 


| 
| 


—— 


ſweeping down the oppolite fide, appear | 

the lofty woods, and lawns, of 
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69 
H A G L E T. 


HIS celebrated park 1s Gtuated on the 

north welt fide of the Clent hills, and 
ranges down to the road leading, to 
Bromſgrove and Stourbridge in Worcel- 
terſhire. An eaſy winding avenue of 
ſpreading limes, and other trees, leads 
for a conſiderable diſtance, to the noble 
manſion ; which at length burſts upon 
the ſtranger, in all its glory: grandeur 
in this modern pile, is ſupported by 
ſimplicity; a proof that true elegance, 


needs not the ald of ſuperfluqus orna- 


ment. 


The rooms are happily diſpoſed, and. 
adorned with rich cieling- pieces and cor- 
nices; the paintings, numerous and well 
choſen, in many of which, Vandyke, and 
other capital maſters, ſhew their inimita- 
ble pencils; the whole i is furniſhed: with 
great taſte and judgment, every way be- 


coming TH 


1 — —— — 
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coming the well known character of the 
noble poſſeſſor. ; | 


The entrance into this princely habita- 
tion is up a grand flight of ſteps, where 
in the Hall, the lovers of ſculpture will 
6nd a pleaſing amuſement, | 


Over the chimney: place in ſtucco. 


Pan courting Diana, with the offering 
of a fleece of goat's hair; after a picture 
of Carlo Maratti; by Vapili. 

| Medallions, and other ornaments 3 by 
the lame. _ a 

Stone work of the chimney; by Lovell. 

Statues in Seaglione, copied at Flo- 
rence from the antique in the bow 
Dake's gallery. | | 

Six antique buſts, and two by Riſback, 
viz. the heads of Rubens, and Vandyke : 
—that on the right hand from the door, 
next to Mercury, is Vandyke, q 


SALOON. 


E 
S 80 0 N. 
On each ſide the door from the hall. 


Hay, lord Carliſle, full length; by Van- <4 
dyke. 
Counteſs of Portland ; by the ſame. a 


Next the C himney. 
The marriage of Neptune and cybele. ; 
An emblematical picture of the mix- 
ture of earth, and water, producing plen- 
ty.—The human figures are by Rubens. 


Over the Chimney. 


The royal family of Charles the firſt ; 
"7 Vandyke. 


Over the Door. 


Charles the firſt; by old Stone. And 
over the oppolite door his queen. It is 
doubtful, whether this be an original by 
Vandyke, or a copy by Jerviſe, at the ſale 
of whoſe pictures it was bought. 3 

+ oF Oppoſite 
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Oppoſite the Chimney. 
Venus reconciled to Pſyche; by Titic. 
Next to that Jacob and his family jou 
neying; by Giacomo Baſſano. 


DRAWING ROOM. 


Ceiling ; by Cipriani. 

Flora ſcattering flowers, with zephyi 
about her in the air. 
At the four corners, the ſeaſons repre 
ſented by Cupids. 


Over the Chimney. 


Lord Bath; by Ramſey. 
Lord Cobham, and lord Cheſterfield 
by Vanlo: — That on the right is lor 


Cobham. 


Orer the door next the windows. 


Mr. H. Pelham ; by Shakelton. 


Lord Hardwicke; by Ramſey. 


GALLERY. 
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On each ſide looking into the 85 0 


The princeſs of Orange, mother to 
king William; by Gerrard Huntorſt. 
Sir Thomas Clifford, afterwards lord 


treaſurer ; by old Stone. , 


On each ſide of the ſouth windows. 


Oliver Cromwell with Sir "ads Tem- 


ple; a copy by Jerviſe, from the original 


in the Rich family, i into which his Pau: 
ter married. 


Lady Barrymore wich her bees, * 
Lely. - 
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Over the door from the een room. 


The counteſs of Bedford; by Vandyke. 

On the right hand of this, Sir Chrifto- 
pher Minnes, an admiral, 'killed'in one of 
the Dutch wars; is Zoeſt, a Dutch 
painter. 14181 Ru 1 0 112 

On the left kid Miſs Bork liter to: 
fr George Brown; by Lely. 


23: Next 
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Next to Miſs Brown, the duke of Mon- 
mouth; by Lely. 


Next to this, the counteſs of Suffolk; 
by the ſame. 


Over the chimney. 


A virgin and child —It- is doubted 
whether this be an original, or a copy 
from Vandyke, by old Stone. 

On the left of the chimney, the coun- 


tels of Southeſke, and lord Brounker ; by 


Lely. 
Next to lord Brounker, on the other 
ſide of the pillar, the counteſs of Exeter; 


by Vandyke. 


Over the door into the parlour. 


Miſs Stuart, afterwards ducheſs of 
Richmond; by Lely, or Greenhill, Lely 8 
beſt ſcholar. 

Next to this, ſir William Fairfax; by 
old Stone. 


On 


I OY 


„ 
On the right hand of. the weſt window 
| looking into the country, 


Lady Lyttelton, daughter of fir W. 
Fairfax, and firſt wife to ſir Charles Ly t- 
telton; by Lely. 

On the left hand, ſir Charles Lyttelton, 
emen to lord men wy Riley. 


Oppoſite to the door into the arlour. = 


The ducheſs - of Buckingham, daugh- 
ter to lord Fairfax; by Vandyke. 


Next to her, John Lyttelton, grand- 
father to ſir Charles; by Zuccaro. 


P AR L O UX. 
Over the chimney. 


Lord keeper Lyttelton; by Wright. 

On the right hand of this, admiral 
Weſt; on the left, admiral Smith; both 
by Wilſon. 2 

Over the door on that ide of the room, 


Dr. Charles Lyttelton, biſhop of Carliſle ; 
by Ramſey. 


G2: 5 Miſs 


2 e 1 
„ M.iſs Mary Temple, afterwards lady 4 
| [ . Moleſworth; by Kneller. 

| Over the door next to the windows, 
fir Thomas Lyttelton, Bart. fon to fir 

1 Charles; by Wilſon. 

i His mother ; by Dole, a bad likeneſs. 

| Oppoſite to the beaufet, a full length 
. of judge Lyttelton, author of the book of 

ll tenures, commented upon by lord Coke. 

| This was copied from a picture in the 

| Middle Temple Hall, taken from a paint- 


— 


ed glaſs in the window of Frankley 
church. | 

On each fide of this, Mr. William 
Lyttelton, Governor. of Jamaica, &c. by 
Wilſon ; and Miſs Heſter Lyttelton, af- 
terwards Mrs. Fitzmaurice ; by Robinſon. 
Under theſe two; Landfſcapes by Zuc- 
| carelli. 
| 
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Oppoſite to Mr. William Lyttelton, 
fir Richard Lyttelton, knight of the bath, 
c. by Pompeo Battoni. | | 
Uncder this, a landſcape, taking in a 


9 7 of a villa near Rome, where Paſtor 
Pido 


Ss eo... a 1 
* 


telton. 


6760 
Fido was firſt acted; by Wilſon; who 
drew the picture of ſir Thomas Lyttelton, 


and the two admirals—different from the 
Wilſon who drew that of governor Lyt- 


LI ‚ ‚ Ä $78; 
Over the chimney: 


Pope, with his dog Bounce; by Rich- 
ardſon. 


Over the door from the hall. ns | 
Gilbert Welt, Eſq; painter unknown. | 
Over the oppoſite door. 


Thomſon; by Ackman. OY 55 
The marple buſts of Milton, Shake- 


ſpeare, Spencer, and Dryden; were made 


by Sheenmaker, and left by Mr. Pope at 
his death to lord Lyttelton. 


"DRESSING | 
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DRESSING ROOM, next to the library. 


41100 W 


Over the chimney. 


Mr: Henry Lyttelton, ſon to fir Charles, | 
when a child; by Greenhill. 


Next to the chimney. 
Upper picture, William prince of O- 
range, the founder of the Dutch common 
wealth; by Mirevelt. 


Under picture, ſir Alexander Temple; 4 
by Cornelius Johnſon. 


Over the door into the bed- chamber. 


The queen of Bohemia, by Johnſon. 
Next to her on the right ſide of the 


window; upper picture, ſir Robert Stain- 


more; by Gerrard Huntorſt. 
Under picture, lady Crumpton, wife of 


fir, Thomas ee by Cornelius 
Johnſon. : 


On the left ſide of the window. 


Upper picture, prince Maurice, 8 


young; by Dobſon. Under 


x 
—— —— 
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Under picture, lady Paget, mother to 
lady Crumpton; by Cornelius Johnſon. 


Next to prince Maurice, on the fide of 


the window, oppoſite to the chimney. 


| Upper picture, F erdinando Lyttleton, 
brother to ſir Charles; by Zoeſt. 

Under picture, — Meriel, daughter 
to fir Thomas Bromley, lord high chan- 
cellor of England, and wife to John Lyt- 
telton, ſir Charles's Grandfather ; by C. 
Johnſon, | by els aa 


On the other ſide of the window. — 


Upper picture, ſir Edward Carew; by 
old Stone. 

Under picture, ſir Thomas ver, vy 
Rubens's maſter. 


8 door from the library. 


Sir John Lyttelton, ann. dom. 1 5573 | 
by Zuccaro. 


On each ſide of him, fir Thomas Lyt- 
telton, knight and bart. father to fir 
Charles ; 


„ 


the daughter of ſir Thomas Crumpton; 


Sr 
Charles; by Van Somer. And his wite, 


by Cornelius Johnſon. 
Under theſe, a landſcape. by Wotton 
and a ſea piece by Charles W. Bamfy Ide, 


* 


# _ 


"SCAR LET BED | CHAMBER. 


2 1 u the chimney. 


The dutcheſs of Portfmouth, painted 
after the death of Charles the II; 1 Le 
Fevre, a French painter. 


Over the two doors. 


Lord N , by Reynolds. _ : 


Lucy, his firſt wife; by e 
bad likeneſs. wh 


GREEN BED CHAMBER. 


. che chimney. 


A dead Chriſt, and the three Maries ; ; c 
by Yandyke. | | he 
On 
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On the ſide of the chimney, next the bed. 


Yatchts at ſea; by: Stork, ma aden 0 
Vandervelr..... i412 12217 NI. 
A lady unknown; FA Lak. 10% 

A landſcape; by old Gehen bes 4 
view of the Rhine. 


7 
— 


Over the door into the dreſſing room. 
A view of the rocks at Persfield. 


Over the door oppoſite the window. 


A view of Tintern Abbey, near that 
place. 


Over the door next the chimney. 
A view of a part of Milford Haven by 
moon light. | 22 


DRESSING ROOM next to the Saloon. 


On the ſide next to the bed chamber. 


A lady unknown; by Lely. 
A landſcape, by Wooton. 
iel A land- 


* 
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A landſcape on the ſame ſubjea as the 
Arcadia of Nicholas Poupier, but diffe- 
rently treated ; by Cipriani. 

Pompey” s head brought to Ceſar ; by 


Dr. Wall, a learned phyſician, and a. ſelf- 
taught painter. 


- 


Oppoſite to the window. 


Upper pictures; fir Henry Lyttelton, 
brother to ſir Charles ; by Greenhill. 
His firſt wife. daughter of Thomas Ca- 
ry, ſecond ſon of Robert, earl of Monmouth. 
Under pictures, an Alto relievo on a ruin 
in the Borgheſe gardens at Rome; by 
Viviano. 
A battle piece by Wike. 
The triumph of Bacchus a drawing; 
by Cipriani. 


Over the chimney. 


A boy, in the character of a young 
Bacchus ; by Dobſon. 


David, 


i ; 

- David with the head of Goliah ; 'co- 

pied from Guido; by Jorden of Antwerp. 

A Dutch market-woman, with a hen; 
by Blocknagt. . 

A lady unknown; by Gerard Hunthurſt. 

Miniatures ; by **. Oliver ene 


and others. 
Over the doors. 


King Charles the IId; by a Painter un- 
known. 
His Queen; by i 


Near the door into the ſaloon. 


A perſpective of a church; ; by a painter 


unknown. 
A Dutch bag-piper, and ns ond ; by 


Brughall. 
A drawing; by — RI Eſq. 


This noble houſe ſtands upon an eaſy 
rifing ſpot, in the midſt of a capacious 
lawn, on the north of which (rather con- 
fined) are the offices, village, and kitchen 

+ "oy | garden, 


4 ils; ) 

garden; all very judiciouſly covered by a 
ſhrubbery,. elegant and pleaſing, mixed 
with fine ever-greens and large ſpreading 
limes ; this totally excludes every object 
which would offend the eye, from every 
point of view, throughout the whole of 
this lovely park. 


The garden front of the houſe exhibits 
a proſpect ſo amazingly rich, that the eye 
of every ſpectator is raviſhed with its ap- 
pearance. Immediately oppoſite at a con- 
fiderable diſtance, on the brow of a lawn, 
inexpreſſibly beautiful, lands a light co- 
lumn, backed by a noble grove, which 
falls upon the right, and ſeemingly con- 
nects itſelf with the trees that envelope 
the church. Large ſingle oaks, and o 
thers in groupes from hence, grace the 
lawn, which now again extends itſelf in 
ample ſwells to the noble wood, which 
fringes the outſide of the park on that 
ſide, yet affords an amuſing view, over 
| | their talleſt heads, to a part of the Clent 

1 hills, bold, high, and pifipreſque. On 
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1 On the left of the column, the grove 
| ſteals down the deſcent, juſt far enough , 
to make it ſtand in the midſt of a creſ- 
cent; while another ſmall grove, relieved 
from the body of the wood, lets in, on the 
higher extremity of the hill, a clump of 
Scotch firs; the lawn then falls, forms a 
rich vale, and again ſweeps up the ſtately 
hill of Witchberry. Though this fine 
ground is not within the pale of the park, 
its contiguity (being only ſeparated from 
the great road which ts entirely ſecluded) 
gives it the ſame appearance, and is intimate- 
ly connected with the beauties of the reſt, 
Theſe grounds are adorned in the moſt 
hs lively taſte imaginable : Upon the firſt 
i brow appears the noble portico of the 
- Temple of Theſeus, backed by a. deep, 
dark, plantation of firs; running down to 
the foot of the hill, affording it the 
fineſt grace. On the left of this, on a yet 
higher ſwell, proudly flands the obeliſk, 
rearing its ample head ; and behind that a 
5 56 IT 2 venerable 


. 


venerable grove of old oaks, Wehen 
down into the vale below, and confines 


the charming proſpect. 


Leaving the houſe, the firſt object wor- 


thy of obſervation, is, 
Tux PARISH CHURCH; 


A ſmall gothic building, entirely ſur- 


rounded by trees, and its tower thickly 


covered with ivy: the inſide is exceedingly 
neat, and the chancel windows are richly 
adorned with ſtained glaſs : this is a mo- 
dern production, but whether equal to the 
antient method, whoſe beauty yet appears 
unſullied in moſt of the cathedrals, time 
will beſt diſcover. Here are feveral mo- 


numents, among which, that erected to 
the memory of Lucinda Lyttelton, my 
lord's firft lady, claims our notice, by its 


inſcription being wrote by his lordſhip's 
own pencil. 27 


Made 


J 


{  C& 35 


Made to engage all hearts and charm all eyes, 
Meek, tho' magnanimous, tho” witty, wiſe ; 
Polite, ag the in courts had ever been, | 

Vet good, as ſhe the world had never ſeen. 

The noble fire of an exalted mind,” 
With gentleſt female tenderneſs combin d; | 
Her ſpeech was the melodious voice of love; 3. 4 
Her ſong the warbling of the vernal grove; ; 
Her eloquence was ſweeter than het ſong, 
Soft as her heart, and as her reaſon fades; Aae 
Her form, each beauty of her mind expreſt; 
Her mind was virtue by the graces dreſt. 


/ 


From the church, a narrow path, by 
the ſide of a ſmall pebbly chirping rill, 


yy ” 
<a 


leads along the lawn, to a rude, folirary * 
| hollow, ſeemingly marked ſa by ſome vio- 


lent concuſſion of nature, The abrupt, 


dure, large rocky ſtones, as if rent from 
the bowels of the earth, and the naked 


roots of old trees, r tottering, 


hollow, impending ; and the daſhing: caſ- 
cade among maſſy ſtones and burnt. ein- 


ders, ſtrike the mind, and add to che wild- 
neſs of the ſcene. 


H 3 5 This 


ſteep, and hanging banks, devoid of ver- 
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This place, though perhaps but curſo- 


rily attended to, is capital; — and no one 


part of the park, ſhews a ſtronger exertion 
of genius. This, the attentive ſpeCtator 
will acknowledge, when, after climbing a 
bank of a few yards, he finds himſelf in 
an inſtant, tranſported from gloom and 
melancholy, into the roſeate bowers of 


Paradiſe. Adventitious ſcenes are always 


delightful, and more ſo where they are 
introduced to give a ſtriking contraſt: 
here i it is ſtrongly marked, and plainly | in- 
dicates the intention of the preceding 
rough, uncultivated receſs: the deſign has 
its deſired effect, the lovely view from the 


palladian bridge above is rendered more 
delectable. 


Tur A I. C O VE, 


Wich this bridge ſupports, is a chearful, 


light building, modelled by the hand or 
fancy, and has this inſcription :, 


Viri- 


* 9 


8 „ 


Viridantia Tempe, 
Tempe, quæ wy cingunt ſuper · impendentes. 


That is, | ; 


Delightful vales ! with conſtant verdure crown'd,_ | 
Where flow the rills, and ſhading trees ſurround. 


ANON» 


With what attention and plenfum does 
the ſpeAator look from this happy ſeat, 
up the enchanting viſta, to the terminat- 
ing rotunda! what does he not even feel, 
when he ſees the playing caſcade guſh, 
from the moſly rock, in different falls, 
down the emboſomed . vale ; when he 
marks the ſtately ſpreading trees, on the * 


impending banks, bend their lururiant 
arms to kiſs the undulating ſtream; 


while the melody of the thruſh, the black- 
bird, and a thouſand different warblers, 
give their wild notes, to make it ſtill more 
delightful | — he ſtands in rapture, he 
gazes, contemplates, and, with reluctance, 
quits the elyſian ſcene. 


Keeying 
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Keeping the left hand of the water, by k 4 
the hanging ſides of the verdant ſhady | 
banks, a portico, -on the ſummit of an 
opening lawn, emboſomed by firs, and - 
deeply wooded on either ſide, is remarka- | 
bly attractive. A ſmall wicket now leads 

into the environs -of 


Tas or TO, 
Through a gloomy ſequeſtered range of 


trees, thick ſet with various forts, decidi- 


ous and evergreen. The firſt bench un- þ 
der a ſhady oak, of ſurprizing magnitude, : 
gives the moſt agreeable idea of this ſweet 
receſs; the ſteep, abrupt banks, covered 
withmoſs, ſhrubs. and ſimple flowers, have 

a very pleaſing effect, and is introduced 
with great judgment. Bare earth is never 

ſeen to any advantage, but in rude, uncul- 

tivated ſcenes, and as it is impoſſible for | 
graſs to flouriſh in places where the ſun ; 
can ſcarce ever throw its beams, moſs is 

the only carpet, and is always W r in the =P 


moſt ** receſſes. WINE: 
= 0145941 The 
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The path from hence ſteals into the bo- 
ſom of this rural ſolitude, where ſeveral 
groteſque ſtone alcoves, or ſeats, covered 


with moſs, and ſurrounded by clumps of 


laurels, make a lively appearance. In one 
of theſe appear the following lines : 


— 
— 


—— Ego laudo ruris amæni, 
Rivos et muſco circumlita ſaxa nemuſque. 


That is, 


I joy to ſit where ſtreams meand' ring rove, 


> 2nd 


 Oferplains, ipdmoſs-grown rocks, and thro the grove. 


Nc 
, : & « ” 


The fineſt deſcription would but wrong 
the enchanting .beauties of this delicious 
retreat. Though greatly indebted to art, 
it is moſt happily hid : Nature in this 
bliſsful abode, lives in all her gay fimpli- 
city; and it is here, and indeed in every 
place, where the noble deſigner ſhews the 


ſtrength of his taſte and judgment. 


How ſweetly ſtands on one hand in A 
groteſque niche, the naked, conſcious 
Venus, 
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Venus, as emerging from the water | 


while tufted mounts of ſhrubs, and mel- 
liſuous flowers, deck the moſs-grown 


banks on the other !—the - guſhing caſ- 


eade too, from the oppoſite rock, rudely 
decorated with large glaſſy einders, and 
huge ſtones, edged, and darkened, by the 
hanging branches of large foreſt trees, 
ſtrike the mind with unſpeakable pleaſure; 


while the trickling current taught to me- 


ander in little falls, loſes itſelf among the 
laurels of the enchanting vale.— Here, 
methinks, the villain would forget his mur- 
derous intentions, and every paſſion which 
diſturbs the human breaſt, be lulled- into 
a peaceful lumber. 

| Wherever art becomes eſſential in the 
forming of a romantic ſcene, the great ob- 
ject is to hide that art in the arms of na- 


ture; and here, except in the ſeats, which 


never can be totally excluded, every 

ching appears as ſimple and artleſs as the, 

1 can'wiſh for; this ſhews an 
evident 
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evident neceſſity of good ſenſe and taſte 
being linked together, where ſuch ſcenes 
as theſe are chiefly to riſe by the hand of 
art. One cannot leave this ſweet habita- 
tion of the ſylvan deities without regret, 
the mind imbibes ſuch a pleaſing ſerenity 
from the contemplation of its beauties, 


that one is ready to wiſh to be fixed within 


its peaceful bounds for life, far from the 


noiſy buſtle of diſſipation, and endleſs folly. 


Evergreens are ſo beautiful, and give 
ſuch importance, as well to the lofty hill, 
as to the deep receſs, that they never can 
be too much admired. I remember I was 
once in this lovely grot, ſo happily diſtin- 


guiſned by them, in one of the winter 
months, and found its appearance then 


equally as raviſhing as in the ſummer, 


The morning was perfectly charming z 


the ſun, unobſtructed by a cloud, ſhone in 
the gayeſt luſtre; the wind ruffled not a 
ſpray ; all was huſhed, ſerene ; the foliage 
of the ſurrounding laurels, ſmiling in the 


livelieſt 
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livilieſt verdure, intermixing, and over 


arched, by the leafleſs arms of the ſtately 
grove, luxuriently powdered by the hoar 


froſt, made it, with the iſicles hanging in 


a thouſand groteſque forms, from the inter- 
ſtices of the moſs-· grown rocks, inexpreſ- 


ſibly delightful. —To render the ſcene ſtill 


more enchanting, a lonely red-breaſt (not 


uncommon) warbled his winter note in all 


the gaiety of the ſpring. 


From a bench, under another ma- 


jeſtic oak, after riſing the declivity of this 
emboſomed receſs, - an opening diſ- 


covers a portico, ſupported by ruſtic pillars, 
on a ſteep aſcent, ſurrounded by the no- 
bleſt grove in the park; and ſtill purſuing 


the winding path, under the ſhade of 
ſpacious trees, interſperſed with a multi- 


tude of ſmaller ones, an urn ſhews itſelf 
on a bank within the boſom of the vale, 
looking down a piece of water, bounded 


every way by the woods dedicated . 


To 
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To the Memory of h 
WILLIAM SHENSTONFE, b. 
In whoſe verſes, 

Were all the natur al graces, 
And in whoſe manners 
Was all the amiable ſimplicity 
Ol paſtoral poetry, 

With the ſweet tenderneſs 
Of the elegiac. 


Turning from hence to the left, on the 


ſides of a deep glen full of coppice trees, 


and others, the Rotunda appears to great 


advantage, upon a brow furrounded by 
lawn, and tall trees, dropped Irregular, 


ſingle, or in groupes; and this beautiful 


object in the midſt, has f a charming effect. 
The rural walk ſtill leads along the ſhady 
ſides of the ſolitary dell, and upon the 
back of a ſeat, under the branches of a 
noble oak, are W 


Inter cuncta leges, et hy dodtos, 
| Qua x ratione queas traducere leniter zvum, ; 
Quidminuat curas, quid te tibi reddat amicum, 
Qui@pure tranquiller, honos, an dulce lucellum 
| _— et fallentis ſemita Vit. 
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That 18, 


Conſult the wiſdom of each page, 
Enquire of every ſcienc'd ſage, 
How you may glide with gentle eaſe, 
Adown the current of your days; 
What may the force of care ſuſpend, 
And make you to yourſelf a friend; 
Whether the tranquil mind and pure, 
Honours, or wealth, our bliſs fecure ; 
Or down through life unknown to ſtray, 
Where lonely leads the filent way. 


FRANCIS» 


The path now croſſes the deep. glen, 
and leads to the favourite ſpot of one of 
the greateſt of geniuſes, and firſt of Eng- 


liſh poets. It is a chearful, copious, ir- 


regular lawn, ſurrounded entirely by rich 
hanging woods. Mr. Pope, who had the 
honor of an intimate acquaintanee with 
his lordſhip, was always delighted with 
the ſituation of this quiet and ſequeſtered 
receſs: he uſed to call it his faFourite - 


ground; and it is here his noble Fn 
has 
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has erected an urn, as a monument to his 
memory, with this inſcription : 


ALEX ANDRO POP E. 
Poetar um Anglicanorum 
Elegantiſſimo Dulciſſiſſimoque 
Vitiorum Caſtigatori Acerrimo 
Sapientiæ Doctori Suaviſſimo 
Sacra Eſto. 
Ann. Dom. 1744. 


That is, . BY 1 


Sacred to the memory . 
Of ALEXANDER POPE. 


The moſt elegant and harmonious 
Of Engliſh Poets ; ; 
Phe ſevereſt ſatyriſt of vice, 
And the moſt agreeable teacher of wiſdom. 
8 Ang. Dom. 1744« 


F rom · this charming receſs, the aſcent 
becomes bold and ſteep, but not diſagree- 
ably ſo ; winding among the ſtately trees, 
where the buſy rook, in ſecurity, caws his 
rural note ; a ruin diſplays itſelf in great 
beauty, and the Clent hills, rearing their 

* 12 fir- -decked | 
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fr-decked heads above, crown the ſirrk- 
ing landſcape. | 


Upon the firſt | Gghr of 
I N. 


One cannot help being ſtruck with its ap- 
pearance, and lament that the moulder- 
ing power of time, ſhould thus wantonly 
deſtroy it. But on a nearer approach up 
the ſteep hill, we find it a uſeful modern 
ſiructure, built for a keeper's lodge, and 
ſo diſpoſed, as to make it a capital object 
from the ſeveral ſeats in the park, calcu- 
lated in ſome meaſure to let it in. 


This venerable pile is very judiciouſly 
ſituated on a bold eminence, and com- 
mands, particularly from the top of one 
of the turrets which is left entire, a noble 


and unbounded proſpect. To keep the 


deſign in its purity, the maſſy ſlones which 
have tumbled from the ruinous walls, are - 
ſuffered to lie about the different parts of 

the 


Co) 
the building i in the moſt neglected confu- 
ſion: this agreeably preſerves its intention 
as a ruin, and the climbing ivy which al- 
ready begins to embrace the walls with its 
gloomy arms, will ſoon throw a deeper ſo- 
lemnity over the whole, and make it carry 


the e face of . 


It is feldom that the park beyond this 
place is viſited ; though there is a very 
handſome gothic ſeat near the extremity, 
from which a delightful proſpect is col- 
lected from the woods, the ruin, and the 
diſtant country. The attention of the 
ſpectator is rather taken up with the ſight 


ofthe Clent hills, which here riſe majeſti- 


cally before him ; and though rather dif- 
ficult to climb, it is ſeldom but curioſity 
prevails, and he is amply repaid, by the 
amazing expanſe and variety of the diſ- 
tant objects which every way ſurround 
him. In a thin atmoſphere,. the black 
mountains, and the round hill near Rad- 
nor in Wales, are diſtinctly viſible, tho! at 
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leaſt ſixty or ſeventy miles diſtant. Mal- 
vern hills, the Wrekin, and other moun- 
tains, ſkirt the horiſon; while towns, vil- 
lages, and gentlemens' ſeats, deck the rich 
vallies, which ſpread themſelves to an a- 
mazing diſtance. 


From the ruin, a bold and ſpacious 
lawn, in ſome places covered with fern, 


precipitately falls on each fide; but in 


front of the building, ſtretches itſelf into 
eaſy ſwells, then plunges into the woods, 
through which, in ſome places, the rang- 
ing country is ſeen. in perſpective. The. 
path leads from hence cloſe to the foot of 
the Clent hills, and without the ſpectator 
chuſes to viſit the extremity of the park, 
which, as I obſerved before, was ſeldom 
done, he purſues the walk to the right, 
which is truly rural and: contemplative. 
A ſeat in the midſt of it, adorned with 
ſhells, affords a moſt pleaſing view into 
the oppoſite woods, and has this inſcrip- 
tion in the ſame fancy. A 
0 S ED ES 
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-SEDES CONTEMPLATIONIS. 
OMNIA VANITAS, | 
That 1s, 


The ſeat of contemplation. 
All is vanity.. 


Through this obſcure and agreeable re- 
tirement, where every object is ſhut out 
by the lovely grove, and its appendant. 
groupes, chequering the hanging ſides of 
the deep vale, the walk leads to 


THE HERMITAGE. 


This ny is formed with cheſs or 
wood, and jagged roots of old trees, care- 


leſsly thrown together, and the interſlices 


are ſimply filled up with various kinds of 


moſs; the floor is neatly paved with ſmall 
pebbles, and a ſort of couch goes round, 


covered with a mat. Every thing about 
it carries the face of poverty, and a con- 
tempt of the vain ſuperfluities of life, fit 
for the ſuppoſed inhabitant, who. deſpiſes 
{yds | the 


5 
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the follies of the world, and devotes his. 
hours to — ſolitude. 


Not a revels i in the whole park is more to 
be deſired than this ; the conſtant melody 
of birds, perching unſeen, within the rich 
foliage of the fineſt groves in the world 
the boldneſs of the ground, the deep- 
formed vales, whoſe embelliſhed ſides, and 
ſometimes bottoms, of cheſnuts, elms, and 
| oaks, riſe graceful to the fight; together 
with the calm, undiſturbed repoſe which 
hovers round it, throws the mind into a 
contemplation, equally ſerious and af- 

fecting. by: 


Within the Hermitage are thoſe cele- 
brated lines from the 11 Penſeroſo of Mil- 
ton: 


And may at laſt my weary age 
Find out the peaceful Hermitage; 
The hairy gown and moſſy cell, 
Where I may fit and rightly ſpell 
Of every ſtar that heav'n doth ſhew, 
And every herb that ſips the dew ; 
Tilt 


6 


Till old experience do attain 
To ſomething like prophetic ſtrain, 
I.hheſe pleaſures melancholy give 
RE And I with thee will chuſe to live. 


There appear from the door of this 
moſſy apartment, two views in perſpec- 
a tive agreeably blended with the cloſeneſs. 
of the others: one very prettily catches a 
range of country over the ſpreading 
boughs of the fronting trees, and the 
other under them. Little fancies of this 
ſort, in places fo ſolitary, where they do 
not expoſe the ſituation, but only tinc- 
. ture the ſurrounding gloom with a ray of 
chearfulneſs, are very juſtifiable. 


The ground from hence falls precipi- 
tately to ſome ponds of water; and the 
delightful trees which every where ac- 

company the ſwelling, irregular, - and 
ſhelving banks, are remarkably fine. 
Through this vale the path ſteals, and 
winds at laſt abruptly, up an exceeding 


ſteep 


(10a 


ſeep hill, round a grove of oaks, thick 
planted, but not feathered to the bottom, 
to ſeveral benches which take in the 
country in the moſt agreeable diver- 
ſity, between the ſtems of the trees. 


Upon the ſummit of this bold hill the, 


walk waves on a very deſirable level, and 


at length falls to that celebrated ſeat, 
which opens to the eye the lovelieſt of 


proſpects. Here we find the followi ing 


lines, very applicably taken from the fifth 
book of Paradiſe Loſt, 


Theſe are thy glorious "HO parent of a 
Almighty ! ! thine this univerſal frame, 

Thus wond'rous fair ; thyſelf how wond'rous then ! 
Unſpeakable, who ſits above the heavens, 


To us inviſible, or dimly ſeen 


In theſe thy loweſt works; yet theſe declare 
Thy goodneſs beyond thought, and power divine. 


The fituation of this ſhady eminence, 
affords the moſt raviſhing views, and in- 
ſenſibly leads the mind into reflections of 
the great harmony and beauty of nature. . 


The 8 lawn ſweeping from this gay 


brow 
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brow into the lovely vale. below, embo- 
ſomed and fringed by the nobleſt trees 
that ever graced the turf, ſurrounds, - en- 
riches, and ſhews the houſe in all its ele- 
gance. A finer foreground | cannot be 
imagined to diſtant ſcenes, where nature 
ſeems to have ſtudied to laviſh her beau- 
ties in the moſt wanton profuſion: Lofty 
hills crowned with woods, twining mea- 
dows, and fertile fields. —Nor is wanting, 
the dark brown heath, woodlands, and 
rich encloſures, to diverſify the whole; 


while the hoary Welch mountains, touch 


the far diſtant ſkies, and termipate the 
ſtriking view. | 


Inſtead of purſuing the * which 
leads down towards the houſe, you retire 
into the umbrageous grove, where the 
ſcene from the firſt ſeat i is changed from a 
wide- extended country, full of a thouſand 
different objects, to a rich and delightful 
garden, animated by gay variety and ru- 

ral magnificence, From this ſeat. a copi- 
ous 
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dus lawn gently ſweeps down into the 


vale, crouded on every ſide by the tower- 


ing wood, and fills the bottom with its 
ſpreading arms; and over the plumes of 


its foliage, appears another riſing lawn, on 
the verge of which is ſeen, Thomſon's 
eat, finely fringed on each ſide and be- 
hind by ſtately trees. The temple of 
Theſeus over theſe, on a more elevated 
brow, among rich plantations of firs, 
ſtretching. up the hill, and the graceful 
obeliſk, on a lawn above that, cloſed 


behind by the Witchberry wood, are the 


objects collected in this inchanting place. 


J apprehend every ſpectator who treads 
the elyſian walks of Hagley park, cannot 


but be pleaſingly ſtruck at the rich view 
before him, and acknowledge it the moſt 


elegant picture that ever was drawn by 


the pencil of taſte. 


In advancing a few paces to another 
bench from this place, the face of every 


thing changes again. No buildings are 


ſeen; 


( 105 ) 
ſeen; all is ſhut out by the cloſing of the 
woods, except one opening over the 


branches of the trees, which looks im- 


mediately upon a clump of firs on the 
left of the Witchberry hill, and the ſtu- 


pendious Wrekin at about thirty miles 


diſtant. | 


Tbe me ſhady path leads along to 
the doric portico, ſupported by ruſtic 


pillars, on the ſummit” of an exceeding 


ſteep lawn which runs into the oppoſite 
grove, and is every way confined by the 
ſame ; ; in the valley beneath a ſmall pond 


of water gliſtens through the trees, and 


round a fturdy old oak covered with ivy, 


is a bench which affords' ſeveral agreeable 
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To Quiet and the Muſes. 


| The ſituation, of this lovely receſs is 
fich as never fails inſpiring a ſecret plea- 
ſure. Thomfſon's ſeat is again brought into, 
the chearful picture, over the branches of 
luxuriant horſe-cheſnuts and other trees; 
the obeliſk and the Witchberry wood, 
and part, of the fir · plantation have a fine 
effect, hut the me Temple is ex- 
cluded. 


F rom "havens keeping to * left, the 
walk becomes if poſſible more rural, 
takes a ſhady. turn among the noble 
ſurrounding trees, and precipitately falls 
to another extenſive opening, which af- 
fords a pleaſing variety ; all is paſtoral, 
plain and; Gimple. Clent Hills again riſe 
in the ſcene, full in front, crowned with 
a fir clump in perſpective beauty, and 
Pope's ura under the trees at ſome 
diſtance on the ſide of the lawn 1s catched 5 

| | in 


1 

in peculiar grace: a little further it drops 
into a ſolitary glen—rude, irregular and 
gloomy ; the bench in the midſt of it 
looks up the hollow filled with trees, 
ſome old, ſome with expoſed roots, 
others dead ; but the moſt firiking part 
of this amuſing ſcene, is the ſeveral trick- 
ling rills which find their courſe down the 
ſteep ſhelving fides, ſhaded by thin cop- 
pice wood and large aſhes. The obſcu- 
rity and the foothing note of theſe drib- 
bling currents, mark it for contempla- 
tion: one knows not when to leave it; 
the novelty pleaſes, and pleaſure flows 
from its retired and peaceful bowers. 


On the back of this ſhady feat on 
pony the following verſes, wy 


Liver JACERE Nobo $UB Ax Ip ILICE 
Mopo IN TENACIGRAMINE: 
LABUNTER "ALTIS INTERIM RIVIS Ac 
QD nur. IN SYLVIS AvES; 

* ON TES YE LYMPHIS OBSTREPUNT MANANTIZUS + 

SOMNUS QUOD INVITET LEVES. 
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That is, 
Fi F tt f 5 | | I. fit 


Now on the verdant graſs beneath the ſhade 

Of antient oaks, our wearied limbs are laid: 

While i in full ſtreams the waters glide along, 
And birds in woods pour forth the plaintive ſong ; „ 

No by ſome fountain, murm' ring as it flows, 


Deroid of care . in ſoft repoſe. {1s 
| | 1 Anon. . 


* Suiking: ak this ſequeſtered glen, 
the path riſes up its oppoſite ſide, and 


vwinds among variety of noble trees, in 


terſperſed on the lawn, to 


The R O T UN b A, 


an exceeding, handſome building, ſtand- 


ing on a riſing ſwell ; here the eye faſtens 
on the ſame delicious viſta, back to the 
before-mentioned alcove, but totally dif- 
fers from the appearance it has at that 
building. Inſtead of the caſcades which 
guſh from the different reſervoirs unſeen 


in the vale, and give the ſcene there ſuch 
charms, 


( 2 109 ) 
charms, from hence thoſe {till tranſpa- 
rent reſervoirs are viſible in the midſt of 


the avenue; theſe, and the alcove which 


terminates the view, afford a fine luſtre 
to its emboſomed fides, and compleat the 
beautiful picture. 


This building ſeems to be erected 
meerly as an object to adorn the viſta, 
no other point being remarkable; indeed 
when we turn our eyes upon the wild art 
of the park, which from hence is taken in, 
it ſerves as a contraſt to the magni- 
ficence and beauty of its correſponding 
parts; and from a bench juſt behind, a 
moſt delightful view looks fall upon it, 
taking in a handſome gothic ſeat, the 
Clent hill, the ruin and the woods. 


The walk from this graceful dome 
winds in a wild carelefs manner, among 


 Hraggling trees and deep glens, ragged, 


rude and ſteep, into a- large body of 


ä lawn, 
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lawn, where a ſmall bench under an oak, 
gives a pictureſque view of the wood, 
ik. takes in the Ruin, moſt- romanticly 
over its branching arms: a little farther 


the path ranges cloſe by the pale of the 
park, through a formal avenue of elms, 


by the neat vicarage-houſe, the noble 
wood always in. ſight, and remarkably 


great, ta 


RR. 


THOMSON's SEAT, 


elegantly. built in an octangular form, 


and his lordſhip, who loved and did 


every thing in his power to ſhew his 
friendſhip to the poet, erefted this tem- 
ple to his mary, thus inſcribed 
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JACOBI THOMSON; 
© © "POET SUBLIMIS; 
-..- ,» ' VIRT BONI, . 
AEDICULAM HANC, IN SECESSU, EN 
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To the immortal genius 

| Of JAMES THOMSON, 
a A ſublime poet; 
A good man; 
This temple (built after his death) in that receſs - 
- Which when living he delighted in, 
Is erected and dedicated, 

* By GEORGE LYTT ELTON, 


1 The view from this charming receſs, 
which gives beauty to ſo many others in 
the park, very juſtly claims the attention 
of the ſpectator, and was the favourite 
ſpot of the above-mentioned. gentleman. 
The gently ſloping lawn expands itſelf - 
and falls, into the deep darkened grove, 
flaiſing in all its pride up the declivity of 
the oppoſite hill; where, in the midſt, 
Pegs 8. ee over the vivid . of 
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the Iower part of the wood, mingles i in 
the rich ſcene; and higher on the left, 
one of the Clent hills at a conſiderable 
diſtance, adorned with a groupe of firs, 
cloſes the view on that ſide, and the ſtu- 
pendious hills of Malvern, from an o- 
pening of the grove, at leaſt twenty miles 
diſtant, terminate it on the other. 


From hence the path bends on the 
right within the ſhade to 


The' COLUMN, 
on which ſtands an elegant ſtatue of 


Frederick, Prince of Wales, the father 
of his preſent Majeſty, executed in a 


n manner. | 


Fhis pillar is ercted upon a delicious 


eminence, ſkirted by the moſt beautiful 
grove imaginable; while the dark ample 


firs ehind, mingling with the lighter tine 


of she other trees, give it an agreeable 


richneſs, 


(888-4) 


richneſs, and add, a 1 luſtre to the 
building. 1 don't remember to have ſeen 
a more chearful enlivening proſpect, than 
appears from this lovely brow z the ver- 
dure of the ſweeping lawns, the inexpreſ- 
ſible. richneſs, of the ſpreading trees, tlie 
beauty, of the houſe, and the luxuriant 
uninterrupted expanſe, beyond i it, affords 
at once, one of the moſt ſplendid, di- 
verſified ſcenes, the eye can wiſh for, or 
nature can. give 1% li at te | 


Down from chis —_— which calls in 
fo many beauties,” the path leads again to 
the alcove already deſcribed, and runs 


into that which takes to the houſe. | 


Whether this delightful aha hae 
ſidered as a garden or a park, or both, 
Its beauties every way correſpond, and 
every ſcene | is conducted with the ſtrong- 
eſt marks. of a lively fancy and delicate. 
taſte: The elegance of its buildings. 
happily arranged in every point of view, 
throw a graceful luſtre upon the whole; 

but 


— . Oi WI nn > nn rm 


( 114) 
dut nothing appears gaudy or rrifling ; ; 
nor is it loaded with a ſuperfluity : an er- 


ror often fallen into, which gives more 
_— than a total ſuppreſſion of them. 


ei. e gives great latitude to a man 
of taſte; beautiful objects are abſolutely 


neceſſary; and ſhould be careleſsly thrown 


about, where proper places demand them, 
with a liberal hand. The Witchberry 
hills in their natural ſtare were delight- 
ful; that and their proximity to the park, 


caught the eye of the deſigner; they 


called for embePiſtmam, and when the 
plantations, the Grecian temple, and the 
obeliſk roſe upon their brows, who can. 
diſpute their being rendered infinitely 


more 60 ? They formerly were overlooked, 
but now claim the deepeſt attention, and 
are viſited with pleaſure by every one 


hy ratnbles through theſe charming re- 
elles. | 
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Were I to preſume to think any thing 
exceptionable in this enchanting park, 
it would be the cropping of ſome. of the 
laurels 1n the grotto, and the confined 
extent of lawn on the north · ſide of the 
houſe: but when theſe trifles come to he 
conſidered, we find a ſlrong neceſſity for 
both. Were che laurels ſuffered to take 


che freedom of their growth and luxuri- 


ance, the beautiful viſta from the alcove 
would be obſtructed, and the bouls. loſe 


SS „ —& = 


a; forex diſlance from the offices. Upon. 


the whole, it is but impertinence to point 


out a blemiſn; every part has ſo much 
merit; every ſcene ſo connected, and en- 


gagingly blended together, that it may 


juſtly vie, (if not elaim a preheminence) 


with the moſt celebrated places in this 


kingdom for taſte, nn and wen 


A man never wants for * | 
whichever” way he turns in this rich and 
pleafant country; every mile affords va- 

riety, 
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riety, and his eye is conſtantly filled with 
a ſucceſſion of intereſting objects. 


The town of Stourbridge, ſo eminent . 
for its glaſs manufactory, which gives 
employment to thouſands, lies in the way 
of this agreeable tour, and affords a plea- 
ſing hour to a ſtranger, who never ſaw 
the curious art of forming that delicate 
ware into its various uſes. This branch 
of trade extends itſelf to other towns in 
the neighbourhood, and even the country _— 
for ſeveral miles, particularly on the 
Dudley road, is a continued ſtreet, filled 
with inhabitants and induſtry. | 
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From this mo — n to the left, 
and ride over an extenſive chearful com- 
mon, which falls into a rich valley at Stu- 
pony, where the navigable cut from the 
Trent lately executed, runs through and 
falls into the Severn at the mouth of the 
river Stour: the country about here is 
delicious; but ſoon after a gloomy dark · 
deſart ſpreads itſelf, even to the foot f 


the ranging hills of 
ENVIL. 


N 
' 
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Whoſe ample lawns are not aſham'd to ſeed 


The milky heifer and deſerving ſteed. 
| EE Pork. 


HE entrance into theſe extenſive 

and delightful grounds, immedi- 
ately prepoſſeſſes the mind in their fa- 
vour, and leads the ſpectator to imagine 
he ſhall meet with numberleſs charms in 
the ramble through thoſe hanging woods, 
which appear ſo rich and inviting. 


An eaſy winding path, from a gate 
near the offices, ſtrizes through a level 
and extenſive lawn, decorated with lofty 
trees, promiſcuouſly ſcattered on either 
ſide, to a neat lively building, called 


The BOAT-HOUSE 
K: 5 Here 


*The Seat of the Earl of Stamford, in Staffordſhire, 


(- vnB 
Here is a ſtriking proof of the ne- 
ceſſity of every deſigner, carrying in his 
eye. thoſe improvements which the minu- 
teſt places require: a more important 
effect never roſe from a trifle than appears 
from this place, and that only by erecting 
this building on a gentle elevation. The 
ſtranger without ſuſpicion or expeRation 
of the leaſt change, from the rural ſim- 
plicity that ſurrounds him, pleaſing him- 
ſelf with the view of thoſe lofty crowned 
hills, thoſe rich lawns, and other objects, 
in a moment, when he mounts the quick 
ſwell, ſtands amazed at the luxuriance of 
the opening ſcene. To ſurpriſe, as I ob- 
ſerved before, is the ſoul of taſte; and 
here 1s a noble example of that obſerya- 
tion. 


A large circuitous ſheet of water ex- 
| tends itfelf over an ample body of ground 
in the midſt of a thouſand natural beau- 
ties which beggar deſcription. At the 
farthermoſt extent of the water, ſweeping 


up 


(as. ) 


up a valley, appears a bold caſcade, guſh- 
ing fiercely from three diſtinct falls among 
rocks, broken, ragged and bold; ever- 
greens are tufted artleſsly about the foam- 
ing current, which give the water a more 
Itvely brightneſs, and ftrengthen the 
gloom that ſurrounds it. Above this 
well-deſigned caſcade, in the midſt of a 
noble aſcent, covered with a thick wood, 
appcars a chapel; and, more on the left, 
the farm-houſe, both of which, peeping 
among the trees, have a pleaſing effect. 
From hence, ſtill farther on the left, the 
ſcene becomes more open; the lawn ſpreads 
and riſes gently up to a grove and ſingle 
detached trees. This bounds the view 
that way, and affords a beautiful contraſt 
to the other ſide more gay and animated. 


Thoſe noble woods that grace the op- 
poſite hills ſteal down their gay ſides, clad 
in the ſweeteſt verdure, then ſweep be- 
tween the deep vales up again to a large 

| L 2 building, 
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building, called tne Gothic Gateway, 
backed by a rich grove of firs, from 
whence the ample lawn precipitately falls 
to the water's edge, and ſtretches itſelf 
towards the houſe, till, catched by farther 
woods, it is loſt in them, and cloſes the 
lovely ſcene. „ | 


The Boat-houſe, from whence ſo many 
beauties are collected, is an octangular 
building, prettily adorned within by feſ- 
toons of flowers and medallions in ſtucco: 
A large window which opens to the water, 
o:namented with painted glaſs, in whimſi- 
cal groupes of groteſque figures, is enter- 
taining ; but this ſtained glaſs, agreeable 
as it is, excludes a landſkape before it, in 
my opinion, infinitely more intereſting. 


A thick, cloſe plantation of evergreens 


from this delicate ſummer-houſe, happily 
hides the art which very ſeldom can be 
. avoided in the forming of a piece of wa- 
ter. A dam, where-ever it appears, is in 
P every 


— 


11 


every reſpect odious; and there is but one 
way of making it in any ſhape tolerable, 
and that by cloſe interwoven ſhrubs and 
trees. 


The path from hence winds under theſe 
ſheltering pines, on the margin of the pool, 
and ſtrikes into the lawn before noticed; 
but in its progreſſion catches it in ſeveral 
places to a greater advantage, as well as 
the groves which adorn the brow, and runs 
into the vale below. The front of the 
houſe makes an object of from hence over 
the water; and a little farther, a ſmall wic- 
ket leads into a neat ſhrubbery on the banks 
of the caſcade, which are abrupt, ſteep, 
and broken; in ſome places perpendicular 
worn ſo, by the plunging of the water, and 
the driving of the current from one fall to 
another. Any attempt of art to impede the 
water from forming theſe whirlpools, as 
they may be called, by confining or 
forcing them into any other ſhape, is ridt- 


L 3 - culous 3 
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culous; becauſe all the efforts in the 


world, will never throw it into ſo pleaſing 
a figure, as that which nature gives it. 


From a ſmall ſeat in the boſom of this 
retirement 1s ſeen the boat-houſe, over 
the ſhining lake, and through the laurels 
of the ſhrubbery, which tringe its ſteep 
ſloping banks; this is caught to great ad- 
vantage, and gives a lively colouring to 


the rural landſkape. I never fit here but I 


think of thoſe beautiful lines of Thompſon. 


f 


Beſide the dewy borders let me fit; 
All in the freſnneſs of the humid air; 
There in that hollow'd rock, groteſque and wild, 
An ample chair moſs lin's, and over head 
By flow'ring r faded, 


ds moſt agreeable receſs ; but I 
imagine would be rendered full as deſira- 
ble and contemplative, were its banks 
more ſhaded, particularly on the oppoſite 


hide, by the darkeſt evergr cens, as theſe 


; * places 
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places can never be too much ſecluded or 
ſolitary. The twiſt a little higher, be- 


tween the bold falls of the caſcade, is - 


natural and expreſſive; and the ſimple 
ſingle plank bridge, tho' perhaps not 


much obſerved, is one of the prettieſt or- 
naments of the place, 


The ſhady walk from this rural ſpot, 
winds precipitately by ſome ponds of wa- 
ter into a wild uncultivated cople ; ; the 
contraſt is extremely ſtriking, and the 
ſcene becomes intirely paſtoral, by taking 
in the farm houſe, and the adjoining fields, 
full of cows and ſheep; theſe and the 
deep dingle, overſpread with alders, and 
hazles, is no contemptible acquiſition to 
grace this Plain and humble picture. 


I cannot help obſerving, as we are now 


upon the only ground within the whole 
domain, where more ſtriking beauties, 


both to give pleaſure and to employ the 
genius of the deſigner may be collected, 


that 
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that the path which climbs up the hill to 
the right, partly oppoſite the laſt water 
fall, paſſes by the deep hanging ſides of 
a ranging valley—a valley ſo happily 
filled with the fineſt trees and under-wood, 
ſo formed by nature for the hand of taſte 
to diſplay itſelf, that I am amazed, (the | 
genius of the place being ſo obvious) 
that it never caught the eye of the de- 
ſigner, and was put in execution. 


I think 1 may preſume to ſay, that 
chis retired and umbrageous dell, by col- 
lecting the water, wha now dribbles a 
long its bottom, teaching it to drop in 
broken and abrupt falls, or in ſome 
places ſmooth, as fancy guides, and lead- 
ing a path careleſsly along, ſometimes 
upon its brow, at others dipping into the 
deepeſt hollow, where proper places may 
demand a groteſque ſeat, or any other de- 
coration—that not even the celebrated en- 
vi. oas of the Srotto of Hagley, or the 

faſcina- 
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faſcinating Virgil's Grove of the Leaſows, 
would eclipſe the beauties which might 


be made to appear in this delightful 


vale. It would be a continued ſcene of 
the moſt enchanting nature, and if con- 
ducted ſimilar to the taſte ſnewn about 
the caſcades, even from thence, ſhutting 
out every diſtant object and confining it 
to its own charms, which would. every 
where ſhew themſelves, be diſtinguiſhed 
as one of the moſt copious and pleaſing 
receſſes that ever graced a park. 


The path which leads near the farm- 
houſe, ſtrikes up the hill to the out-lide 


of the copſe, where a ſeat, very judi- 


cioully placed, commands a free and ex- 
tenſive proſpecti. The dark brown de- 
ſart appears ſweeping along the bottom, 
on the right of the rich plantation of firs, 


filling the valley with its dark rich plumes, 


while Kinver church, the unweildy ridge 
of hills, and the groteſque rock under- 
= neath, 
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neath, with an endleſs range of woods, 
mountains, commons, churches and 


houſes, delightfully diverſify the whole, 


and give it the moſt engaging conſe- 


quence. 


The aſcent now becomes fteep and 


turns again into the wood, where ſoon 


after appears 


The CHAPEL. 


This building is dedicated to the late 
Mr. Shenſtone, meerly as I imagine from 


the great ſimilitude the views from this 


place have to ſeveral of thoſe of the 
Leaſowes. The gloom, the deep ſur- 


rounding falls, cloſely embraced by a 
wilderneſs of copfe and large foreſt trees, 


thinly ſcattered in the front, is truly 
wild. Here the windows are very ju- 


diciouſſy ornamented with painted glaſs; 


throwing an air of ſolemnity over it, and 
Pony anſwering to the ſolitary gloom 
which 
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which hovers about it: the principal ob- 
jects from hence are the boat houſe and 
che water ſtraggling up the deep vale, 
gliſtening between the trunks of the lofty 
trees on the ſteep brow of the hill, and 
over the tops of others, with a beautiful 
range of country beyond in perſpective. 
This ſcene is ſo delicious, ſo connected, 
and ſo ſweetly blended, that it is impoſ- 
fible for any one to look and not to ad- 
mire it. 


Hence through the boſom of the wood, 
the cloſe fhady path leads to a feat un- 
der the ſpreading branches of a noble 


oak, looking upon the bold ſwell of an 


opening lawn, where the rotunda, every 
way ſurraunded by the dark umbrageous 
foreſt, ſtands uncommonly graceful. The 
foreſt here is ſo interwoven with its. un- 
der wood of hazles, and other buſhes ſo 
connected and fo thick, that ſcarce a ſun- 


beam ever cheers the ſolitary way. | 
The 
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The . on this ſide at length, af- 
ter riſing another hill, ſteep and amazing: 
ly rich in trees, open to a lovely and 


chearful down, extending itſelf in the 
gayeſt diverſity. This is called the Sheep- 


walk, and the numerous groupes of thoſe 
animals feeding and browzing on the flowry 


turf, give a pleaſing reflection to every 


one who viſits theſe ſylvan ſcenes. This 
charming down, which adds a luſtre to 


the delightful walks of Envil, affords in- 


numerable objects equally entertaining: 
the eye is never tired in roving from one 
point to another; every one varies, and 


every one reflects a beauty on the other. 


In the midſt of this large rich tract of 
ground, dedicated to the uſes of life as 
well as pleaſure, is a building called 


The SHEPHERD's LODGE. 


Built in the gothic taſte, and ſtands 
on an elevated ſpot, catching, at one 
view, 
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view, over the woods, and on every ſide, 
a moſt unbounded proſpect. One of the 
rooms of this houſe is decorated with 


ſhades of his ldrdſhip's family and friends 
in profile ; this has a whimſical appear- 
ance, and the likneſſes are ſo exact, that 


every one acquainted with the living ob- 


jects, immediately know and point them 


out. The other room is adorned with 
prints, chiefly perſpective views of the moſt 
celebrated places, ſtuck on the naked 
walls; and the ſides of the ſtair-caſe are 
rudely covered with old ballads and 
Chriſtmas carols. The ſimplicity of ſuck 
ornaments are entirely correſpondent with 
the place, and to the ſhepherd ſwain who 
is ſuppoſed to inhabit it. 


This *delightful down lies extremely 
bold and open, falls on each fide preci- 
pitately, and keeps an eaſy level in the 
middle ; various clumps of firs decorate 
its brow, and ſingle trees in other places 


afford a ſhade, in the parching heats of 
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the ſummer months, to the panting flocks. 
Kinver church and ridge of hills, with 
its romantic rock underneath, are finely 
marked. Here the black deſart in the — 
adjoining valley is ſecluded by the woods, 
and nothing is ſeen but a rich cultivated 
country, interſperſed with great variety. 
Malvern hills and the Wrekin, the town 
of Bridgnorth, great part of Shropſhire, 
Worceſterſhire and Staffordſhire, and 
ſome of the Welch mountains, dignify 
the noble proſpect. 


Upon entering the woods again, down 
the ſteep ſides of the hill, the path winds 3 
careleſsly to | 


are NA. 
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This is an exceeding handſome light 
building, much reſembling that at Hag- 
ley, and 1s agreeably ſituated upon a 
bold eminence; the falling ground and 
the fine hanging woods, which adorn the 
ſwelling 
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felling files; diveſted of its under- 
wood, give it an engaging conſequence : 
the tower of Kinver church, a very in- 
different object, is unfortunately let in 
by a glade, cut through the oppoſite 
riſing grove 3 by this a greater beauty is 
deſtroyed to lock at a much leſs, meerly 
for the fake of a diſtant object, which 
was not at all required from this place. 


among old ones 3 for my part I know 
no inſtance of it, at leaſt it is very rare. 
and where they do, for 2 number of years, 


| the deformity is very viſible z but fortu- 
| nately for this place, 1 found (upon 4 
| 5 nearer inſpection) the foreſt trees younger 
| than 1 expecked, and conſequently a few 
| years will unite them again. The per- 


ppective from this building is exceeding 


M2 Pleaſing, 


1 


pleaſing, and calls in a range of coun- 
33 equally entertaining and chearful. | 


From hence the wood is not ſo con- 
nected, but a little farther it is again 
cloſeiy embraced as before, and the path 
reſumes its former ſolitarineſs and gloom, F 
winding down the feep hill, and then 
| opens to 


The PORT ICO. 0 


A building ſupported by ruſtic pillars, | 
looking down a concave narrow valley, | 
deep rk delightfully wooded on its : 
rifing banks; over the plantations, which 
ſhut in this vale, is feen in the center of 
a diſtant and diverſified horizon, Sedge- 
ley ſteeple, at about nine miles diſtant. 


Through this portico the walk takes 
a range up the ſtill ſurrounding foreſt, 
fequeſtered and gloomy, to a ſmall open- , 


ing of lawn, where an urn without any 
inſcription | 


( L 
1 inſcription preſents itſelf, and marks the 
calm retirement of the place. From 

| + hence the declivity becomes ſo ſteep that 
" - the path is obliged to be. cut almoſt in 
pararel lines to gain the bottom; when 
after exploring ſtill the confines of theſe 
capacious woods, the eye, at length, 
which perhaps wanted variety, faſtens 
upon | 


| The COTTAGE. 


Whether it is the name, or whether 
it is the ſimplicity which commonly 
ſurrounds the dwelling of indigence, or 
[| rather from the fables. we have read of 

the ſuppoſed happineſs that live within 

its doors, is a matter of no conſequence; 

a cottage, properly ſituated within the 

| precincts. of an extenſive park or plea- 
| ſure grounds, is an object which always 
| ſtrikes the fancy and fills the mind with 
a pleaſing contemplation. No one of 
this fort I think has a juſter claim, from 
N 3 ſituation, 
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fituation, to be admired than this, ſo 


delightfully diſtinguiſhed within the ming- 
led gloom of high ſurrounding woods, 
and chearful vallies. 


A ſmall circular lawn ſhut up every 
way by the hanging groves, opens in 
front of this humble thatched dwelling ; 
and a menagere on each ſide the houſe 
filled with great variety of extraneous 


birds of the gayeſt plumage, givc ſuch 


a pleaſing turn to this rural ſequeſtered 
place, that one knows not when to leave 
it. | 

The path winds round this lonely re- 
cels, and enters into the fineſt ground 
imaginable, where turning to the left, a 
large irregular ſheet of water ſhews it- 
felf gliſtening among the trees ; and from 


a bridge of the moſt ſimple conſtruction, 


even to rudeneſs, is ſeen a caſcade guſh- 


ing from a ragged heap of _— in | 


and cinders. 


From 
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From the bridge, which leads over the 


current of the water-fall, the ground 


takes a lovely ſweep on every ſide, and 
the path which now looks again into 
different compartments of the wood, 
meets with a ſeat opening to another ex- 
tenſive lawn, chequered with water and 
delightfully fringed by trees, on the 
hanging ſides of a deep valley. On the 
left more open, Envil church, upon an 
eminence, is a great object; it enriches 
the fore ground, and gives a conſequence 
to the ranging hills, which touch the 
clouds at a very great diſtance. 


Theſe noble woods, which here termi- 


nate, are joined by a ſhrubbery, whoſe 


broad gravel walk gently falls among the 
choiceſt evergreens, and gives ſeveral very 


judicious openings on one ſide, to catch 


the fine views reſulting from the high- 
hanging woods, and the other, cloſe to a 
common highway, without the precincts 
of the walks, the country is entirely ſeclud 
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ed. The gothic gateway, as we advance 
_ nearer to the body of the ſhrubbery, has a 
bold appearance, and the woods from 1 
hence are exceeding ſtriking; particularly 8 
where a large battlement peeps over the 

rich foliage of its extending arms. 


A building, as we advance into the 
more pleaſing and diverſified part of the 
ſhrubbery, catches the atteation, called 


The BEL LIARD-RO OM. 


This is a ſtately gothic edifice,which does 
honour to the projector, and is extremely 
well executed. Its inſide is richly adorn- 
ed with ſtucco, the cieling remarkably ſo; 
at one end, in a niche, is a buſt of Ho- 
mer; and the oppoſite a Cicero. A bil- 
liard-table and a chamber- organ are the 
ſurniture of this noble room, which un- 2 
*ortunately is, at preſent, no object from 1 
ny part of the walks, except from the 
othic gateway. The ground about this 
* | building 
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building is laid out in a pretty taſte, and 


in one of its fine ſhorn lawns a vaſe, cu- 
riouſly and richly ornamented with groupes 


of figures in bas relievo, is beheld with 4 


pleaſure by every one who ſees it. 


The delightful walks of Envil are fo 
extenſive and entertaining, that even a day 
is too ſhort to go through them. Indeed 


there is a Riding round the extremity of 7 
the grounds, cut, as a glade, through the 


woods for the purpoſe of enjoying them 
in a carriage. This may be agreeable to 


ſome, and permiſſion is given, by the no- 
ble proprietor, to the viſiting parties to 
take the advantage df it: but this liberty is 
of no conſequence to a man of taſte; he 
will never ſuffer himſelf to be confined in 
a vehicle in the midſt of ſo many ſurroun- 


ding beauties, where almoſt every ſtep Va- 
ries the ſcene, and where every variation is 


pictureſque and new. Too great an atten-- 


tion cannot be paid to places where Na; 


ture and taſte have ſprinkled ſo many 
charms 13 


— — 
- 


69 


charms ; there are ſeveral delightful receſ- 
ſes in the woods, and many points from 
whence are collected more pleaſing proſ- 


pects, than, perhaps, appear from the ſe- 


veral ſelected from the ſeats where the 
Path immediately leads to; and theſe will 


w——- - 


be eafily found by thoſe who ſigh not on 


approaching a ſteep hill, and who take a 


pleaſure in the contemplation of ſuch quiet 


and amuſing ſcenes. 


There is one or two in particular which 
I cannot help mentioning. It will be re- 
membered, that the path, after winding 


round the graſs plot of the cottage, enters 


into the fine ground before noticed, when, 


inſtead of purſuing it to the left, as the 
ſpeCtator i is commonly lead, he will mount 
the gay hill to the right, not forgettingto 
obſerve the portico as he paſſes, ſo finely 
emboſomed by the grove; and ſoon after, 
among the ſheltering pines on irs brow, 
be will find himſelf" ar = 
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The GOTHIC GATEWAY, 


This is a large ſumptuous building ; the 
middle part compoſing a noble-arch with 
a ſort of port cullice, and each wing an 
alcove, from whence the eye is raviſhed 
with the moſt delectable views : that on 
the right commands a very extenſive 
range of country, but its. chiefeſt objects 
are collected from the lovely lawns; talling 
and riſing in wanton diverſity ; the watèr 
in the ſweeping valley in different lakes; 
che boat: houſe and the far-ſtretched plan- 


tations of the dark umbrageous fir. The 


taſte ſhewn here is exceeding expreſſive 
and ſtrong, and is indiſputably one of the 


moſt amuſing ſcenes in the whole range 


of the place. 


The other wing takes in the fame va - 


riety; a ſme diſtant country, water, woods: 


and, to add to its conſequence, the bil- 


liard-room, ſhaded by the rich dark pines: 
of 


140) | 
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„ the ſhrubbery, is ſeen from hence in : 
great ag: af a . 49 — 14 : | 


| Enyil is fo different from 9 0 
F that to oppoſe one againſt the other, | 
| would be ridiculons. Hagley 1s a park, 

1 Envil a farm. But Hagley in ſpite. of all 
*Y us lovely appendages, in one reſpect muſt 
give the palm to Envil : that beautiful 
B water which conſtitutes the glory of the 
latter, can never be equelled i in the ſame 
manner by the former; and it muſt be 
confeſſed, though the woods of Envil 
have not the charms which dignify thoſe 
of Hagley, time and an exertion of taſte, s |} 
may render them equally as important. 
The latter now flouriſhes in all its bewitch- _ 
ing pride; ſcarce a tree even to its un- | 
derwood but is a century old; others 
perhaps two or three, branching in the 
moſt ſtriking luxuriance: the former is 
in its infancy and may one day, I doubt 
not, flouriſh '1 in the ſame glory. 
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But, as I obſerved befare; cheſk places 
totally differ one is an elegant park, en- 


riched by the hand of genius in all the 
luxuriance of fancy; the other rather like 
the Leaſowes, and dedicated more to the 


common uſes of life, which is very com- 


mendable; yet when we conſider it as the 


reſidence of an opulent nobleman, that 


ſort of ſimplicity, however pleaſing, does 
not ſtrike as it does in the grounds of a 
plain country gentleman : we expect, when 


we approach a palace, to fee it ſurrounded. 
with correſpondent graces to rife in ſplen- 


dor, but at the ſame time to be confined 
like Hagley, within the limits of true and 
genuine taſte, 


Nature very profuſely ſpreads her 
charms at Envil for this purpoſe; and 
however pleaſing it may be at preſent, I 
doubt not, whenever the deſign is execu- 
ed, which I am informed is in agitation, 
of building a noble manſion, and throw- 


ing a large part of the domain i into apark, 


that 
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